
 

SUNDAY MORNING 
WORSHIP 

 February 1, 2026 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 
9:30 a.m. 

 

 
 

Welcome to 
University Presbyterian Church! 

 

We welcome all who are seeking: This is a place for inquiry. 

We welcome people of every shape and size, color and culture, 

age and ability, sexual orientation, and family type. 

We are a diverse family of faith. This is a safe place to be. 

Together let us worship the God of love! 

 

—Are you here for the first time? 

Check out the “Are You New Here?” section. 

 

—Please mute your devices. 

—Let us know you are here by using the pads in the pews 

or at this link: www.upctempe.org/fellowship. 

 

To ponder as we gather 
Where have you turned for help or inspiration when you have 

experienced difficult times in your life?  What has been your 

“bridge over troubled water”?  

http://www.upctempe.org/fellowship
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We Gather for Worship 
*Congregation standing in body or in spirit 

⁜Congregation reads in unison 

Welcome Rev. Shelly Moe & Rev. Ken Moe 
May the light of God be with you. 

⁜  And also with you. 

Prayer Requests  (480) 256-8216 

Prayers may be texted to the above number,  

or call and leave a message. 

Land Acknowledgement   

Centering Time and Entrance of the Light 
  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Jon Sywassink

 ARR. ALBERT TRAVIS Organist  
The candles on the communion table are symbolic of faith’s light 

which guides who we are and what we do. The Christ  

candle symbolizes the presence of Jesus leading us. 

Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 148) Ken Moe, Liturgist 
Praise God from the earth all creatures of the deep, 

wild animals and domesticated, creeping things 

and flying birds, and all peoples of the earth, praise God! 

⁜ Young and old alike, young and old together, 

praise God! 

Fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind, mountains and hills, 

fruit trees and all cedars show forth the exalted glory of God.  

Friends, let us worship the Author of all wondrous creation.  
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Response O God of Love, This is a Time of Turning  

 FINLANDIA TEXT BY CAROLYN WINFREY GILLETTE 4 VS. 

O God of love, this is a time of turning — 

a time of change, with conflict in the news. 

For in our land, some mighty winds are churning; 

There's much at stake that we could gain or lose. 

Love sings out strong, yet fires of hate are burning; 

O God of all, you call us all to choose. 

O God of peace, we hear your gracious promise: 

Your love can heal the hearts of humankind. 

May we stand firm for truth and peace and justice; 

May we leave fear and hatred far behind. 

May we sing out, and — singing — be a witness, 

and show resolve to work for what is kind. 

O God of all, of immigrant and neighbor, 

of those in power — and of the refugee, 

You give us all our common life and labor — 

our common hope, the peace we long to see. 

God, may we turn and be made strong together. 

May we seek justice, love and unity. 

O God of love, have mercy on your churches; 

Take from our hearts our paralyzing fear. 

Give us new faith! Make us courageous workers. 

Help us to labor on from year to year 

When other voices call out to distract us, 

May we choose well and seek your kingdom here. 
Tune: Jean Sibelius, 1899 ("Be Still, My Soul")   

Text: Copyright © 2026 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. Used by permission 

Prayer Of Confession   

⁜ O God, it is hard. Hard not to be angry at the 

callousness and cruelty swirling around us. Hard 

not to despair at the vengeance and violence that has 

become commonplace. Hard not to be fearful at the 

death, detention and deportation of our siblings. 
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Meet us here, O God, in the hardness. Abide with us 

when hope feels thin and courage feels spent. 

Remind us that we are not alone, for you are with us 

always, in all ways, holding us, even now, in your 

Love. Amen. 
(Bishop Deon K. Johnson, Episcopal Diocese of Missouri) 

  Time for silent prayer …. 
  

Assurance Of Grace   
⁜  In Jesus Christ we are all forgiven.  Amen.  

 

*Passing the Peace of Christ   

May the peace of Christ be with you. 

⁜ And also with you. 

 
*Response Dear Lord and Father of Mankind #169, vs.4,5 

Drop thy still dews of quietness,  

   Till all our strivings cease; 

Take from our souls the strain and stress, 

   Let our ordered lives confess the beauty of thy peace. 

Breathe through the heats of our desire 

   Thy coolness and thy balm; 

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

   Speak through the earthquake, wind and fire, 

O still, small voice of calm! 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Moment with Our Children  Sue Schnebel 
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Response 
Jesus loves me still today, 

Walking with me on my way, 

Wanting as a friend to give 

Light and love to all who live. 

 Anthem             Praise to the Lord, The Almighty Chancel Choir 

  MACK WILBERG 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the God of Creation. O my 

soul praises, for God is thy health and salvation!  Join the great 

throng, psaltery, organ, and song, sounding in glad adoration!  

Praise to the Lord over all things who gloriously reigneth. 

Borne as on eagle wings, safely the saints doth sustaineth. Hast 

thou not seen how all thou needest hath been - granted in what 

God ordaineth?  

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy way 

and defend thee. Surely God’s goodness and mercy 

shall ever attend thee. Ponder anew what the almighty 

can do, who with all love doth befriend thee.  

Praise to the Lord oh, let all that is in me adore thee! All that 

hath breath, join with Abraham’s seed to adore thee. Let the 

"amen" sum all our praises again, now as we worship before 

thee.  Now as we worship before thee.  

Scripture Readings   
Isaiah 43:1-3a   OT page 672 

Lamentations 3:19-24, 32-33    OT page 766 

Word of wisdom, word of grace. 

⁜  Thanks be to God! 

Sermon  Rev’s. Shelly & Ken Moe 

 “A Conversation in Troubled Times”  

  



6 

 

[SEATED] Response     Jesus Calls Us #720 vs. 1 

Jesus calls us: o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, 

   Restless sea; 

Day by day his sweet voice soundeth saying, 

   “Christian, follow me.” 

We Respond with Service and Sacrament 

Invitation to Community & Communion  

UPC is an open and affirming community of Christian faith 

welcoming all of God’s children, regardless of who you love, 

where you come from, how you got here, or what language 

you speak. If you are seeking a church home, 

consider making this one it! 

Announcements 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
If you are online, you are invited to have some bread or 

something to eat and a drink as we celebrate Communion. 

Invitation To Prayer   

Prayer of Thanksgiving   

God is with you! 

⁜ And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

⁜ We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to God. 

⁜ It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
Holy God… 

…with all of creation, with people of every time 

and place, we join the everlasting chorus of praise: 
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*Sanctus     Santo, Santo, Santo #595 

  (English first, then Spanish) 
 

Holy, holy, holy.  

 My heart, my heart adores you! 

My heart knows how to say to you: 

 You are holy, Lord! 

 

Santo, santo, santo. 

 Mi corazón te adora. 

Mi corazón te sabe decir: 

 Santo eres Señor. 

We come to this Table now, O Creator, mindful of…   

…Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of your 

Holy Spirit, we pray this version of the prayer of Jesus, saying: 

  Prayer Of Jesus (adapted)   

⁜  Our Creator in Heaven,  

   hallowed be your name. 

Your kin-dom come,  

   your will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our debts 

   as we forgive our debtors. 

Keep us from temptation,  

   and deliver us from evil. 

For the kin-dom, the power,  

   and the glory, are yours  

   now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution   
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*Sharing of Our Bread, and Cup, Tithes and Gifts 
You may come forward when invited by an usher, 

exiting from the left end of your row. 

Receive the piece of bread from the server 

or from the plate of gluten-free bread in front of the pulpit. 

Place your offering in the basket provided. 

Dip your bread into the chalice or take an individual cup, 

discarding it in the basket provided. 

If you wish to remain seated, the elements will be brought to you. 

If you have brought your own elements or are celebrating 

communion at home, you may partake when you are ready.  

 

 *Communion Hymn    We Gather Here in Jesus Name #510 

We gather here in Jesus’ name; 

 his love is burning in our hearts like living flame; 

for through the loving Son the Father makes us one; 

 come take the bread; come, drink the wine; come,  

share the Lord. 

No one is a stranger here; everyone belongs. 

 Finding our forgiveness here, we in turn forgive all wrongs. 

 

He joins us here; he breaks the bread; 

 the Lord who pours the cup is risen from the dead; 

the one we love the most is now our gracious host: 

 come take the bread; come, drink the wine; come,  

  share the Lord. 

We are now a family, of which the Lord is head. 

 Though unseen, he meets us here  

In the breaking of the bread. 

 

We’ll gather soon where angels sing; 

 we’ll see the glory of our Lord and coming King; 

now we anticipate the feast for which we wait: 

 come take the bread; come, drink the wine; come,  

  share the Lord. 
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  Prayer After Communion   

We Go Out to Follow Jesus 

*Hymn of Sending   

 O God As Troubles Here Increase  
  TUNE: KINGSFOLD TEXT: CAROLYN WINFREY GILLETTE 

  

O God, as troubles here increase, 

we wonder what to do: 

Can people who are seeking peace 

still change the world for you? 

They say if 3.5 percent 

protest nonviolently, 

then swords of hatred can be bent, 

and people can be free. 

It only takes a little salt 

to change a loaf of bread, 

An act of peace can help to halt 

what violence seeks to spread. 

It only takes a mighty few 

who dare to take a stand 

to bring in justice, love, and truth — 

to help a hurting land. 

It only takes a few to see 

and speak with prophet voice, 

to challenge our complacency, 

to seek the better choice. 

O God, when troubles come, we pray: 

"Please, won't you send those few?" 

And then we hear the word you say: 

"My church, I'm sending you." 

*Charge And Blessing  Pastors Ken & Shelly Moe 

   Postlude        Praise to the Lord, The Almighty Chancel Choir 
  MACK WILBERG 
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Permission to podcast, stream, and print music in this service 

is obtained from OneLicense, lic. #A-731647 

Serving This Morning: 
Head Usher Tom Sevlie 

Ushers Tom & Wendy Sevlie, Chet Henry, Patty Griffiths 

Worship Techs Gil Urias, Bianca Osorio 

Trustee on Duty Chris Decker 

Deacon of the Month Sue Coleman 

Sanctuary Readiness Larry Seubert  
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Are You New to UPC? 
 

We are really glad that you found us! 

We invite you to explore our church 

family at your own pace, 

and in your own way. 

Here is some 

useful information: 

⚫ Let us know that you are here by scanning the 

QR code to the right or by going to 

www.upctempe.org/fellowship, and completing 

the form. Be sure to indicate if there is anything 

you want us to know. 
 

⚫ OR you may tear out the pew pad sheet and leave it on the 

pew. 
 

⚫ If you are on any social media, please check in at UPC to let 

others know that you are here–and that they would be 

welcome. 
 

⚫ We have a social time following the service —UPC Café—

with light refreshments and beverages. We hope you will stay 

so that we can get to know you better. 
 

⚫ Sign up for our weekly (Thursday) email update at 

www.upctempe.org/email. 
 

⚫ If you see an event or volunteer opportunity that interests you, 

just come! No special invitation is necessary. 

http://www.upctempe.org/fellowship
http://www.upctempe.org/fellowship
http://www.upctempe.org/fellowship
http://www.upctempe.org/email
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UPC Prayer Page 
Why not take this page home with you as a daily prayer journal? 

A White Rose will be placed on the communion table in memory of 

Helen Alderson who passed away January 27, 2026. 

Deacon Honorary Plant: Given by Lawn & Patty Griffiths celebrating 

Lawn’s 80th birthday on Feb. 4th. 

Memorial Book: To the Glory of God and in remembrance of  

William C. Powell, a memorial perpetuated in Organ Funds by 

Hansel & Trudy Hebert, 1987. 

The World: Prayers for justice and peace around the world, 

especially in places of war and disaster. 

Our elected leaders: The President of the United States, members 

of Congress, governors, county officials, mayors, and city council 

members, that they may all work toward peace for our cities, nation, 

and world. 

Ongoing Prayers: Dennis Gilliland; Gary Anderson; 

Rob, Chet Henry’s brother; David Dahlmeier, JoAnne’s son; 

Tom Best’s friend Sherman and wife Louise; Lou Starkey; Debbie & 

Sandy, friends of Sharon Tompkins; Ramtin Foladi Nejad and Betsy 

Youngs, as they recover from surgery; Chuck Riden 

Homebound: Bev, Norm, and Jim Phillips; Beckie Burke; Dana 

Prestly; Barbara Smith. 

Birthdays this week: Rick Casanova, Lawn Griffiths, Betsy Gephart 

Elders: Sue Schnebel, Jim Hershauer, Faye Gardner 

Deacons: Sue Coleman, Sara Hershauer, Diane Hillyard, Bianca Osorio 

Trustees: Steve White, Laura Knorr, Reza Foladi-Nejad 

Presbytery: Evangelical Arabic, Phoenix, Pastor: Rev. Estawri 

Haroutiounian 
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Christian Education 

Adult Christian Education (ACE) – 11 a.m. – Sanctuary: 

Jon Sywassink will take us on a whirlwind tour of the 

theology and history of organ music. Everyone is welcome! 

Sunday School – No Children’s Bible Time today 

This year we offer two classes, K-3 and 4-6, to 

better meet the students’ needs. 

REMINDER: There is no Sunday School on Communion 

Sundays and special holidays. 

Youth Group – Souperbowl of Caring 

Lectio Divina Bible Study 
(Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m., on Zoom) 

We read, reflect on, and study the scripture readings for each 

upcoming Sunday in the Revised Common Lectionary. A list 

is available for download at www.upctempe.org/rcl. 

 

Rise and Shine’ Bread Ministry 
We have delivered 25,794 mini-loaves of bread to those in 

need. Thanks to the 45 bakers, including 20 regulars. Invite 

your friends to bake: Contact Andrea White at 

info@riseshinebread.org 

or (480) 580-3021. Questions? 

 Here is a video link: https://youtu.be/Go5llLLjTuw. 

   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revised_Common_Lectionary
mailto:info@riseshinebread.org
https://youtu.be/Go5llLLjTuw
https://youtu.be/Go5llLLjTuw
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Announcing… 

If you have an announcement for our weekly emails 

and/or bulletin, submit it to upc@upctempe.org 

by Wednesday of each week. 

The Deacon of the month is Sue Coleman. She will be at the front 

of the sanctuary after worship for private prayer or conversation 

about other needs. 

Pastor Len Silvester is away for the month of February, as per his 

call agreement with us. This is not vacation per se: He will, 

remain available by text, email and Zoom. He will be posting on 

Facebook (len.silvester) while he and Liz are in Paris. 

Thanks Ken and Shelly!  Once again, the Revs. Shelly and Ken 

Moe have worked with the Mission Month planning team and are 

handling two of the services this month. We are grateful! 

Our next Sort Day is Tuesday, February 10, from 9-10 a.m. 

Come join us as we assemble kits for the unhoused and  

our immigrant neighbors… and have a great time together! 

  

mailto:upc@upctempe.org
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This Week at UPC 

Zoom meeting links may be found  www.upctempe.org/events.. 

and in our weekly email— 

subscribe at www.upctempe.org/email 

Sun., Feb 1 
9:30 am Worship Service (S, Z, YouTube) 

10:30 am UPC Cafe fellowship time on the patio 

11:00 am Youth Fellowship (Rm 9) 

11:00 am Adult Sunday School (S)  

Mon., Feb 2 
4:30 pm Adult Christian Education (Z) 

7:00 pm Administration Committee (Z) 

8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7) 

Tue., Feb 3 
4:00 pm Aris Foundation: Food and Resources Fiesta (FH) 

4:00 pm Violin Lessons (Rm 2) 

7:00 pm Phoenician Choral Group (S) 

Wed., Feb 4 
9:00 am Lectio Divina Bible Study (Z) 

3:45 pm Worship Planning Meeting (Z) 

5:00 pm Wednesday Night Dinner (K, FH) 

6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice (S) 

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (CH)  

Thu., Feb 5 
8:00 am TOPS (MR, Rm 7) 

12:30 pm PNC Meeting (CR) 

7:00 pm CE Committee (Z) 

Fri., Feb 6 
3:00 pm I-HELP Arrives  

8:30 pm A.A. Meeting (Rm 7) 

Sat., Feb 7 
7:00 am I-HELP Departs 

7:15 am Baseball Card Show (FH) 

10:00 am Creative Expressions (MR) 

Sun., Feb 8 
9:30 am Worship Service (S, Z, YouTube) 

10:00 am Children’s Bible Time (Rm 2) 

10:30 am UPC Cafe fellowship time on the patio 

11:00 am Youth Fellowship (Rm 9) 

11:00 am Adult Sunday School (S)  

http://www.upctempe.org/events
http://www.upctempe.org/email
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Location/Room References: 

(CH)-Choir Room (CR)-Conference Room/Office  
(CR/Rm7)-Community Room (FH)-Fellowship Hall   

(MG) Memorial Garden (HSR)-High School Room  
(MSR)-Middle  School Room (K)-Fellowship Hall Kitchen 

(L)-Lounge (MR)-Meeting Room  (PO)-Pastor’s Office 
(Rm#)-Room Number Indicated  (S)-Sanctuary  

(Z)-On Zoom (See Weekly Update or UPC Calendar for links) 

 
 
 
 

 

Open and Affirming to All, Following Jesus,  
Growing in Love and Service 

139 E. Alameda Dr. • Tempe, AZ 85282 • 480.966.6267 
www.upctempe.org • e-mail: upc@upctempe.org 

Office Hours: Tue-Fri,  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 

Ministers All Members 
Interim Pastor Rev. Len Silvester 
Supply Pastors Rev. Ken Moe & Rev. Shelly Moe 
Clerk of Session Jim Hershauer 
Director of Music & Christian Education  Ted Gibson 
Organist  Jon Sywassink 
Administrative Assistant Lori Saager 
Treasurer/Bookkeeper  Andrea White 
Attendance Secretaries  Sharlan Pierce, Jeanette Miller 
Custodian                      Carrie Miter 

  

 


