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 Charisma refers to a special mag-

netic charm or appeal that causes people 

to feel attracted and excited by some-

one. A person with charisma is captivat-

ing and often admired.  

 

Did you Know? 

The Greek word charisma means 

"favor" or "gift." It comes from the 

verb charizesthai ("to favor"), which in 

turn comes from the noun charis, mean-

ing "grace." In English, charisma was 

originally used in Christian contexts to 

refer to a gift or power bestowed upon 

an individual by the Holy Spirit for the 

good of the Church—a sense that is now 

very rare. These days, we use the word 

to refer to social, rather than divine, 

grace.  

 
 

This issue of the  

UPC NEWS & Current Events  
is brought to you by… 

the word… 

Charisma 

From Pastor Len... 
Interim Pastor 

 

Happy New Year to you and to all 

your loved ones. I look forward to serv-

ing with you in 2026 until a new pastor is 

elected. 

January will be a full one at UPC with 

installation of officers, an elder ordina-

tion, and the annual meeting (January 

25th) in addition to our regular events. 

January always includes the often-

ignored Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity, beginning on the 18th. 

Unity is a strong biblical theme. 

Psalm 133 reads “How good and pleasant 

it is when God’s people live together in 

unity.” John’s gospel quotes a prayer by 

Jesus for his future followers “that they 

may all be one.” Ephesians 4:3 urges us 

to “keep the unity of the Spirit through 

the bond of peace.” 

Yet today we have thousands of de-

nominations and sects-- all claiming to 

follow Jesus! So what exactly should we 

be praying for during this week coming 

up? 

Too often, in my view, we have tried 

to create Christian uniformity rather than 

unity. In the mid-20th century, the Consul-

tation on Christian Unity (COCU) was 

launched. Its goal was an organically 

united Church in which everyone would 

share a uniform leadership structure, uni-

form language and understanding of doc-

trines, and a uniform worship style. To 

quote one of my seminary professors, 

“COCU is cuckoo”; its vision has been 

largely abandoned. 

However, I believe that unity is not 

only possible, but it is emerging all 

around us. We are united in embracing 

the mysteries of faith-- even with differ-

ent interpretations and practices. We can 

enjoy vastly different worship styles 

while affirming all of them as worshipful. 

We can ‘hold lightly’ specific creedal 

formulas and doctrinal words while af-

firming that human words and concepts 

can never contain the fullness of divinity. 

One stubborn area keeping us apart is 

the eucharist, or communion; some Chris-

tian traditions insist on uniformity of 

thought and practice, excluding from the 

Table those who do not conform. 

My experience of UPC is that you 

enjoy a unity based squarely on Matthew 

25 and Micah 6:8, and that you do not 

insist on uniformity of belief and practice. 

Your mutual embrace of our LDS neigh-

bors is one testimony to this. Your move 

into the future will be enhanced by this 

openness. 

 

Onward, 

 
 
 
 

P.S.—The January A.C.E. classes will be 

illuminating on this topic! 

Unity or Uniformity? 
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Jim Hershauer 
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upc@upctempe.org 
 

Ted Gibson 
Director of Music & Christian Education 

tedgibson@upctempe.org 
 

Jon Sywassink 
Organist/Accompanist 

jonsywassink@upctempe.org 
 

Carrie Miter 
Custodian 

carriemiter@upctempe.org 
 

Andrea White 
Treasurer 

treasurer@upctempe.org 
 

Sharlan Pierce 

Jeanette Miller 
Attendance Secretaries 

attendance@upctempe.org 
 

 

 

 

UPC NEWS & Current Events  is published 

monthly. Submissions of announcements, 

stories, op-eds, and reflections on recent events 

at UPC are welcomed. 
 

Requirements: 
Announcements: 500 words or less 

Articles/Reflections: 1200 words or less 
Letters to the Editor: 750 words of less 
Submissions may be edited for content, 

grammar, and space available. 
 

Send submissions  
by the 20th of each month to: 

newsletter@upctempe.org 

Breakfast items 
Travel snacks 
Canned goods 

 
Please drop off your donations in 

the Sanctuary Narthex. 

Financial contributions may be sent to the office.  

Make checks out to “TCAA” and reference  

“Food Pantry” 

Men’s Breakfast, Fellowship, 

and Bible Study 
By LARRY GARDNER 

 

Our next meeting is scheduled for January 10th at 8:00 a.m. in 
the Meeting Room. As always, breakfast will be delicious be-
cause there’s coffee. We will be continuing the PW Bible 
Study: Let Justice Roll Down.  All men are welcome. ◼ 

 
Saturday, January 10, 2026 
8:00 am—Meeting Room 

Tempe Community  

Action Agency 

We will gather in Fellowship Hall on Thursday, January 22nd at 
11:30 a.m. for another open-table time to discuss what is on your/

our mind as UPC looks to the future. Pastor Len will be ready with 
some thought-starters, of course. 

January 
Lunch with 

Len 

https://www.upctempe.org
https://www.facebook.com/upctempe
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A Great Way to Finish 2025 
By SUE SCHNEBEL 

 

The end of 2025 exemplified the 

work of PW and, of course, the support 

of the UPC congregation. Even in these 

difficult financial times, your generosity 

was overwhelming. 

The Annual PC USA Thank Offering 

gathered $1,460 in donations which 

bested any previous amounts collected.  

We thank the UPC Choir for once 

again allowing PW to sell homemade 

goodies to the congregation and guests at 

their concert. This year PW collected 

$747 which enabled our Santa’s 

Workshop to purchase all the items 

distributed to the less fortunate. Special 

thanks to all the wonderful bakers that  

contributed their yummy specialties and 

Nob for her beautiful cards and Donna D. 

for setting up, cleaning up and being our 

banker.  

Thanks to all those special UPC 

angels, for their overwhelming support 

for the Angel Tree. 50 children received 

packages stuffed with toys, clothing and 

hugs!!! Special thanks to Cheri H. for 

being our lead angel.  

The PW Coordinating Team wishes 

all a 2026 filled with joy, health, and 

faith. With your continued support, 2026 

will be another wonderful year. ◼ 

Volunteer Sign-up: 
Family Promise Week 

Twice a year, UPC hosts families on the journey to sustainable hous-

ing. Volunteers offer all of the assistance you can imagine to make a 

week like that go smoothly. 

Our next week will be January 18 to 25.  We will be hosting up to 

four families and a maximum of 15 people. 

If you can volunteer or would like more information, contact Joan 

Grey on Sunday or email her at joanmg251@cox.net. 

 

mailto:joanmg251@cox.net
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By SUE SCHNEBEL 

 

The ACE class has provided its par-

ticipants with three wonderful presenta-

tions in December.  

Chris Casanova’s presentation on 

PW’s new Bible Study, Finding Resili-

ence, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus 

Christ, captured the Advent season. She 

focused on joy, which is sometimes con-

fused with happiness. Our trust in God 

during trying times can fill us with glori-

ous joy and peace because ultimately our 

joy is found in Jesus Christ.  

UPC has partnered with the ARIS 

Foundation and is delighted with the 

partnership. Ted G., who has been a re-

cipient of the work ARIS does and is now 

a staunch supporter, shared his personal 

journey and how his commitment to pay 

it forward has changed his life. When he 

was thanked for sharing his story, he 

quickly responded with, “This isn't my 

story – it's God’s story and I am just a 

chapter in it.” 

To finish our December calendar, Dr. 

Vonna Thomas shared her very personal 

story entitled, “The Journey of the Sa-

cred Hoop”. Her journey through Native 

American history as well as the connec-

tion to nature sparked her faith on this 

path of spiritualism. Her strong commit-

ment and connection to nature, fused her 

passion and perseverance for the Native 

American crisis. The Trail of Tears 

helped her to listen, to learn and to pray 

which has fostered dedication, devotion, 

faithfulness and compassion resulting in 

resiliency.  

The ACE team has planned wonder-

ful presentations for the second half of 

the church year, and we look forward to 

seeing you there.  ◼ 
 
 

Adult Christian Education 

Ted G. 

Sunday, January 25th 
 
This will be an important day for us. We 

will worship together, and then the annual 

meeting will convene immediately following 

the service. Rather than the usual UPC Cafe 

time, we will adjourn to Fellowship Hall for 

the annual luncheon. 

All UPC mebers and friends are urged to 

save the date and be with us! 

Annual Meeting and Luncheon 
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By JO LEWIS 

 

Mission Month 2026 is planned to provide resources, sup-

port and self-care during a time of division, violence and unrest. 

We will explore how music, individuals, and coalitions effected 

change and how we may learn from what was successful to 

strengthen our faith, our joy and our purpose.   

Mission Month PURPOSE:   

To empower… “BUILDING (personal & collective) POWER, 

WITH NOT OVER” 

To study …   “FAITH-FULL PRESENCE” 

To celebrate … Our joy and strength in faith: THE INFLU-

ENCES OF MUSIC/ART/ 

To seek…   CIVILITY; RESILIENCE (COLLECTIVE 

AND INDIVIDUAL) 

To advocate…  “WHAT’S NEXT?”  Reenergize…  “skin in 

the game” 

Our Pulpit will be served by Pastor Shelly Moe, Pastor Ken 

Moe, Pastor Reginald Ragland, from South Minster Presby-

terian Church and Pastor Kimberly Murman, Chaplin.   

Sue Schnebel and the Christian Education Committee lead the 

children’s moment and will recognize the power and influ-

ence youth have in communities.   

 

Mission Month will begin in January.   

January 18:  We have the opportunity to participate in South 

Minster Presbyterian Church’s service commemorating 

MLK.  Some members of UPC will read excerpts from Let-

ters from Birmingham along with South Minster members. 

UPC will bring desserts and share a meal after the Sunday 

worship service.    

January 31 is Movie Night in the UPC Meeting room. Selma and 

Andrew Young Documentary by Rachel Maddow.  Popcorn, 

drinks and discussions  

 

February 1-22, 2026 

Week 1  Compassion (Turning chaos into compassion)  

 Pastor Shelly Moe, Pastor Ken Moe 

 Adult Christian Education:  Jon Sywassink Theology  and 

History of Organ Music 

Week 2 Communication (music as a healing power through a 

biblical context, and protest songs  - “We sing what we can-

not say” 

 Pastor Ken Moe 

 Adult Christian Education: Pastor Ken Moe Protest Songs 

 Opportunities:  

• Letter writing in protest and/or in support of current 

issues and events 

• Saturday, February 14, 2026 Making Protest / Demon-

stration signs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 3 Collaboration/Coalition Formation (People Together)  

 Pastor Reginald Ragland 

 Adult Christian Education:  Panel Building Coalition 

 Opportunities: 

• Participating in a Demonstration TBD 

• Saturday, January 21, 2026 Book Study Led by Kim-

berly Merman:  God’s Hotel  (books are available – ask 

a Mission Month Committee Member for yours) 

Week 4   Care / Common Good / Conflict Resolution 

 Pastor Kimberly Merman 

 Adult Christian Education:  Self Care Kimberly Merman 

 Opportunities: 

• Saturday February 21, 2026 Making Prayer Flags for 

Display through March 

• February 20-23  Tempe Empty Bowls 

 

We look forward to sharing, learning and growing in faith with 

you.   

 

Mission Month Planning Committee 

Jo Lewis, Mission Social Justice Peace Making Committee 

Chairperson 

Catherine May, Congregational Involvement & Outreach Com-

mittee Chairperson 

Sue Schnebel. Christian Education Committee Chairperson  

Cheri Hardy, MSJP Committee Trustee, Presbyterian Women  

Diane Hillyard, MSJP Committee, Deacons 

Dan Abbott, MSJP Committee I-Help, Café Justo, Humane Bor-

ders  

Gloria Ortiz, MSJP Committee I Help Chair 

Holly Herman, MSJP Committee Refugee Chair, Paz de Cristo  

Jon Sywassink.  Worship Committee, Music Ministry 

Larry Gardner, MSJP Committee Advocacy, CIO Committee,  

Larry Seubert, Worship Committee, Sanctuary Readiness 

Linda Ritland, MSJP Committee Rise and Shine Bread 

Linda Risseeuw, MSJP Committee Alternative Giving, Environ-

ment 

Ted Gibson, Worship Committee, Music Ministry ◼ 

A Way Through the Wilderness 
Isaiah 43:19 
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If you see a birthday is missing or we have the wrong date, please let the office know as soon as possible. 

 All of creation, and for the strength of 
our leaders to stand up for 
environmental conservation. 
 Those affected by natural disasters 

around the world. 
 Communities bearing the weight of 

poverty, prejudice, and violence in their 
streets and neighborhoods. 
 Those struggling with mental and 

physical illness. 
 Migrants, especially those separated 

from families and those dying in a 
desperate search for a better way of life. 

 LGBTQIA+ persons who continue to 
suffer from prejudice, marginalization, 
and discrimination. 
 Elected & community leaders, that they 

can bring peace to our nation and 
world. 
 The people of Ukraine.  
 The people of Israel and Palestine, that 

peace may break out instead of war, 
that hostilities may end and 
understanding begin, that people and 
leaders may see one another as fellow 
creations of God rather than enemies. 

 Religious leaders of all kinds, that they 
may have the courage to preach and 
teach love, compassion, and restorative 
justice. 
 UPC Officers: elders, deacons, trustees 

(see a full list at www.upctempe.org/
leadership).  

 
If you have a prayer request you would 
like shared during Sunday worship, text it 
to (480) 256-8216 on Sunday morning.  

Monthly prayer guide... 

12 Joni Jacobs 

14 Martha Walker 

29 Holly Herman 

 

Worship Volunteer Schedule 
Below is the schedule of worship volunteers for the coming months. If you are listed and have a conflict, you are asked to please find a 

replacement and then contact Joan Grey. 
 

To volunteer or get on one of the rotations, contact Joan Grey! Thank you! 

January 2026—February 2026 

Sanctuary Readiness Team ............................................................ Larry Seubert 

 
Jan 4—2nd Sunday after Christmas/Epiphany 

Liturgist .......................................................................................... Nan Beams 

Children’s Moment ............................................................................ Lara Fink 

Worship Tech ................................................................. Gil Urias, Chris Trella 

 

Jan 11—Baptism of Jesus 

Liturgist .........................................................................................Vicki Jacobs 

Children’s Moment ........................................................................Vicki Jacobs 

Worship Tech ................................................................... Gil Urias, Sada Reed 

 
Jan 18—2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Liturgist ...................................................................................... Joyce Godfrey 

Children’s Moment ..................................................................... Joyce Godfrey 

Worship Tech .................................................... Brigitta Kuiper, Bianca Osorio 
 

Jan 25—3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Liturgist .......................................................................................... Katie Ranes 

Children’s Moment .......................................................................Helen Griffin 

Worship Tech ............................................................ Geoff Beams, Sada Reed 

Sanctuary Readiness Team ........................................................... Larry Seubert 

 
Feb 1—4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Liturgist ............................................................................................ VACANT 

Children’s Moment ........................................................................... VACANT 

Worship Tech ................................................................. VACANT, VACANT 

 

Feb 8—5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Liturgist ............................................................................................ VACANT 

Children’s Moment ........................................................................... VACANT 

Worship Tech ................................................................. VACANT, VACANT 

 
Feb 15—Transfiguration Sunday 

Liturgist ............................................................................................ VACANT 

Children’s Moment ........................................................................... VACANT 

Worship Tech ................................................................. VACANT, VACANT 

 

Feb 18—ASH Wednesday 

Liturgist ............................................................................................ VACANT 

Children’s Moment ........................................................................... VACANT 

Worship Tech ................................................................. VACANT, VACANT 

https://upctempe.org/leadership/
https://upctempe.org/leadership/
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January 2026 

 

Thu, Jan 1—New Years Day 

 

Fri, Jan 2 

 3:00 pm I-HELP Arrives 

 8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7) 

 

Sat, Jan 3 

 7:00 am I-HELP Guests Depart  

 7:15 am Baseball Card Show (FH) 

 9:00 am Choir Retreat 

  

Sun, Jan 4 

 9:30 am Worship Service (S, ZU, 

YouTube) 

 10:30 am ‘UPC Café ’’ féllowship timé on 

thé patio 

 11:00 am Youth Féllowship (Rm 9) 

 11:00 am Adult Sunday School (S) 

  

Mon, Jan 5 

 4:30 pm Adult Christian Education (Z) 

 7:00 pm Administration Committee (Z) 

 8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7) 

 

Tue, Jan 6—Day of Epiphany 

 4:00 pm Aris Foundation (FH) 

 4:00 pm Violin Lessons (Rm 2) 

 

Wed, Jan 7 

 9:00 am Lectio Divina Bible Study (Z) 

 10:15 am Office Calendaring Meeting 

(CR) 

 3:45 pm Worship Planning Team (Z) 

 5:15 pm Wednesday Night Dinner FH) 

 6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice (S) 

 7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (CH) 

 

Thu, Jan 8 

 8:00 am TOPS (MR) 

 12:30 am PNC Meeting (CR, Z) 

 7:00 pm MSJP Committee (Z) 

 

Fri, Jan 9 

 3:00 pm I-HELP Arrives 

 8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7) 

 

Sat, Jan 10 

 7:00 am I-HELP Guests Depart  

 8:00 am Men’s Breakfast (MR) 

  

Sun, Jan 11 

 9:30 am Worship Service (S, ZU, 

YouTube) 

 10:00 am Children’s Bible Time (Rm 2) 

 10:30 am ‘UPC Café ’’ féllowship timé on 

thé patio 

 11:00 am Youth Féllowship (Rm 9) 

 11:00 am Adult Sunday School (S) 

  

Mon, Jan 12 

 8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7) 

 

Tue, Jan 13 

 9:00 am  Sort Day (FH)  

 1:00 pm PW Coast2Coast Circle (Z) 

 4:00 pm Aris Foundation (FH) 

 4:00 pm Violin Lessons (Rm 2) 

 7:00 pm Phoenician Choral Group (S) 

 7:00 pm Finance Committee (Z) 

 7:00 pm Worship Committee (Z) 

 

Wed, Jan 14 

 9:00 am Lectio Divina Bible Study (Z) 

 10:15 am Office Calendaring Meeting  

 3:45 pm Worship Planning Team (Z) 

 5:15 pm Wednesday Night Dinner FH) 

 6:00 pm MSJP (MR) 

 6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice (S) 

 7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (CH) 

 

Thu, Jan 15 

 8:00 am TOPS (MR) 

 11:00 am Tempe Interfaith Fellowship (Z) 

 12:30 am PNC Meeting (CR, Z) 

  

Fri, Jan 16 

 3:00 pm I-HELP Arrives 

 8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7) 

 

Sat, Jan 17 

 7:00 am I-HELP Guests Depart  

  

Sun, Jan 18 

Family Promise (MR, K, L, Rm 2-3) 

 9:30 am Worship Service (S, ZU, 

YouTube) 

 10:00 am Children’s Bible Time (Rm 2) 

 10:30 am ‘UPC Café ’’ féllowship timé on 

thé patio 

 11:00 am Youth Féllowship (Rm 9) 

 11:00 am Adult Sunday School (S) 

  

Mon, Jan 19 

Family Promise (MR, K, L, Rm 2-3) 

 7:00 pm Board of Deacons (Z) 

 8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7) 

 

Tue, Jan 20 

Family Promise (MR, K, L, Rm 2-3) 

 4:00 pm Aris Foundation (FH) 

 4:00 pm Violin Lessons (Rm 2) 

 6:30 pm CIO Committee (Z) 

See CALENDAR on page 8 

UPC Calendar  Submit corrections, additions, or deletions to the church office at 
(480) 966-6267 or upc@upctempe.org. 

Check online for updates or to subscribe on your computer or device:  

www.upctempe.org/calendar 

Location/Room References: 

(CH)-Choir Room  (CR)-Conference Room/Office  (COR/Rm7)-Community Room  (FH)-Fellowship Hall  (HSR)-High School Room 
(MSR)-Middle School Room  (K)-Fellowship Hall Kitchen  (L)-Lounge  (MG)-Memorial Garden (MR)-Meeting Room  (N)-Nursery  

(PO)-Pastor’s Office (Rm#)-Room Number Indicated (S)-Sanctuary (Z)-On Zoom 

https://www.upctempe.org/calendar
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 7:00 pm Phoenician Choral Group (S) 

 7:00 pm Finance Committee (Z) 

 7:00 pm Worship Committee (Z) 

 

Wed, Jan 21 

Family Promise (MR, K, L, Rm 2-3) 

 9:00 am Lectio Divina Bible Study (Z) 

 12:30 pm PW Chinle Circle (MR) 

 3:45 pm Worship Planning Team (Z) 

 5:15 pm Wednesday Night Dinner FH) 

 6:00 pm MSJP (MR) 

 6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice (S) 

 7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (CH) 

 

Thu, Jan 22 

Family Promise (MR, K, L, Rm 2-3) 

 8:00 am TOPS (MR) 

 11:30 am Lunch with Len (FH) 

 12:30 am PNC Meeting (CR, Z) 

 

Fri, Jan 23 

Family Promise (MR, K, L, Rm 2-3) 

 3:00 pm I-HELP Arrives 

 7:00 pm Friday Night Book Club (Z) 

 8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7) 

 

Sat, Jan 24 

Family Promise (MR, K, L, Rm 2-3) 

 7:00 am I-HELP Guests Depart  

  

Sun, Jan 25 

Family Promise (MR, K, L, Rm 2-3) 

 9:30 am Worship Service (S, ZU, 

YouTube) 

 10:00 am Children’s Bible Time (Rm 2) 

 10:30 am ‘UPC Café ’’ féllowship timé on 

thé patio 

 11:00 am Youth Féllowship (Rm 9) 

 11:00 am Adult Sunday School (S) 

  

Mon, Jan 26 

 6:30 pm PW Kayenta Circle (MR) 

 8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7) 

 

Tue, Jan 27 

 9:00 am Sort Day (FH) 

 4:00 pm Aris Foundation (FH) 

 4:00 pm Violin Lessons (Rm 2) 

 6:30 pm CIO Committee (Z) 

 7:00 pm Phoenician Choral Group (S) 

 7:00 pm Stated Session (CR, Z) 

 

Wed, Jan 28 

 9:00 am Lectio Divina Bible Study (Z) 

 3:45 pm Worship Planning Team (Z) 

 5:15 pm Wednesday Night Dinner FH) 

 6:00 pm MSJP (MR) 

 6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice (S) 

 7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (CH) 

 

Thu, Jan 29 

 8:00 am TOPS (MR) 

 12:30 am PNC Meeting (CR, Z) 

 

Fri, Jan 30 

 3:00 pm I-HELP Arrives 

 4:00 pm Calvary Fellowship Church 

(MR) 

 8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7) 

 

Sat, Jan 31 

 7:00 am I-HELP Guests Depart  

CALENDAR 
Continued from page 11 


