SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP

December 14, 2025—3rd Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. Worship—Liturgist: Nob Ichishita

Welcome to University Presbyterian Church!

We welcome all who are seeking: This is a place for inquiry.
We welcome people of every shape and size, color and culture,
age and ability, sexual orientation, and family type.

We are a diverse family of faith. This is a safe place to be.
Together let us worship the God of love!

—Are you here for the first time?
Check out the “Are You New Here?” section.

—Please mute your devices.

—Let us know you are here by using the pads in the pews
or at this link: www.upctempe.org/fellowship.

To ponder as we gather
As this Advent deepens, how would you distinguish joy from
happiness? Are they twins, cousins, or without any relationship?
Can you think of an experience in which you found joy and in
which you were also unhappy? Considering the people that you
know, who most exemplifies the complete joy that Jesus promised?
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We Gather for Worship

*Congregation standing in body or in spirit
# Congregation reads in unison

Welcome Rev. Len Silvester
The love of God be with you.
# And also with you.

Prayer Requests (480) 256-8216
Prayers may be texted to the above number,
or call and leave a message.

Land Acknowledgement

*Worship Song and Entrance of the Light
Days of Elijah By ROBIN MARK

These are the days of Elijah

declaring the Word of the Lord.

And these are the days of Your servant, Moses.
Righteousness being restored.

And though these are days of great trials
of famine and darkness and sword.

Still we are the voice in the desert crying
Prepare ye the way of the Lord!

Behold He comes, riding on the clouds,
shining like the sun, at the trumpet call.
Lift your voice. It’s the year of Jubilee
and out of Zion’s hill salvation comes.

And these are the days of Ezekiel,

the dry bones becoming as flesh.

And these are the days of Your servant, David,
rebuilding a temple of praise.

And these are the days of the harvest,
the fields are as white in your world.
And we are the laborers in your vineyard
declaring the Word of the Lord.



Behold He comes, riding on the clouds,
shining like the sun, at the trumpet call.
Lift your voice. It’s the year of Jubilee
and out of Zion’s hill salvation comes.

Lighting the Advent Wreath: Candle of Joy
Chris Casanova (sponsor) and Emily Youngs (confirmand)
The candles on the Advent Wreath represent the light
of expectation. The candle in the center is the Christ candle,
symbolic of the eternal light of Christ.
We light the third candle for all of God’s people,
hungering for joy in a still-troubled world.
+ God, as we await the fulfillment
of all your promises:
bearing hope, bearing peace, give us joy.

[seated] Advent Carol  When God Is a Child vs. 1,2, 3
See PAGE 9 For COPY OF MUSIC AND WORDS

Prayer Of Confession Nob Ichishita, Liturgist

# God of promise: we confess
that we have often placed our hope
in people and things that can’t bring wholeness.
We have searched for peace in shallow places.
We have confused joy with quick pleasure
and artificial exhilaration.
We have put limits on the ways we love
and who we consider worthy.
When we have lost our way, show us yours.
Fill us with the joy of your presence
that turns us outward
to live lives showing true grace and justice.

Moments for silent reflection and confession.



Assurance Of Grace
In this unsettling time,
know that that you are loved by God
beyond your wildest imaginings,
and are offered freedom and wholeness!
# Come, O Jesus, quickly come!
Alleluia!

*Passing the Joy of Christ
May the joy of Christ be with you.

# And also with you.
*Gloria Angels We Have Heard on High #113, refrain

Glo—ria, in excelsis Deo!
Glo—ria, in excelsis De--o!

We Listen for God’s Word

Moment with Our Children Sue Schnebel
Anthem Prepare Ye Chancel Choir
MARC A ROBINSON

Can you hear the voice crying in the wilderness?
Can you hear the crying?

Hear the voice crying in the wilderness?

Can you hear the crying?

Saying O, prepare ye, saying O, prepare ye, saying O,

prepare ye, the way of the Lord. Saying O, prepare ye, saying O,
prepare ye, saying O, prepare ye, the way of the Lord.

First came the prophet crying in the wilderness,

speaking to the people saying One is coming both to judge and
save, you must prepare the way of the Lord.

Then came the Baptist crying in the wilderness, [ baptize you
with water, O, O, but one is coming who will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire.



Now we join the crying in the wilderness, let us lift up our voices
saying Come Lord Jesus now into our lives. Let us prepare the
way of the Lord.

Can you hear the voice crying in the wilderness?

Can you hear the crying?

Hear the voice crying in the wilderness?

Can you hear the crying?

Saying O, prepare ye, saying O, prepare ye, saying O, prepare ye,
the way of the Lord. Saying O, prepare ye, saying O, prepare ye,
saying O, prepare ye, the way of the Lord!

Prayer For Understanding

Scripture Readings
Isaiah 35:1-10 OT page 663
Luke 1:56b-65 NT page 57

Word of wisdom, word of grace.
4 Thanks be to God!

[sEaTeED]] Response Lift Up Your Heads #93, v. 3, adapted

Redeemer, come! I open wide

my heart to you; here, come, abide.
Let me your inner presence feel

your grace and love in me reveal.

Sermon  “We’re Expecting: Joy in the Mourning”  Pastor Len

[SEATED] Response  Away in a Manger #114, v. 3, adapted

Be near us, O Jesus, we ask you to stay
Close by us forever and guide us, we pray.
Bless all of God’s children; you call us to care
And lead us in service—we’ll follow you there.



We Respond with Prayer and Generosity

A Time for Prayer
Prayer requests by text of message at (480) 256-8216.
The Call to Prayer

Please make your way to the microphone by the piano
if you have a brief prayer request..

The Pastoral Prayer

Prayer of Jesus (adapted)

# Our Creator in Heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kin-dom come,
your will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
Keep us from temptation,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kin-dom, the power,
and the glory, are yours
now and forever. Amen.

(SEATED] Response [t Came Upon the Midnight Clear #123,v. 4

And you, beneath life’s crushing load,
whose forms are bending low,

Who toil along the climbing way
with painful steps and slow:

Look now, for glad and golden hours
come swiftly on the wing;

And the whole world give back the song
which now the angels sing.
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Invitation to Community

UPC is an open and affirming Christian community that welcomes
all of God’s people, regardless of who you love, where you come
from, how you got here, or what language you speak. We would wel-
come you as part of our family in whatever ways work best for you.

Announcements (you may come to the mic by the piano)

Invitation to Generosity

Offerings may be given in the offering plate as it is
passed, or mailed to or dropped off at the church office,
or given through our website at www.upctempe.org/do-

Ol #A 0]

nate. Or scan QR code: [=]
Offertory O Come, O Come Emmanuel  Jon Sywassink,
ARR. JOHN TURNER Pianist
*Doxology In the Bleak Midwinter  #144, v. 4, adapted

What can I give you, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise one, | would do my part;
What I can I give now, give you my heart.

*Prayer of Dedication

We Go Out to Follow Jesus

*Hymn Joy to the World #134
*Charge And Blessing Pastor Len
Postlude Joy to the World Jon Sywassink
ARR. JASON PAYNE Organist

Permission to podcast, stream, and print music in this service
is obtained from OneLicense, lic. #A-731647
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Serving This Morning:

Head Usher Sue Schnebel
Ushers Sue Schnebel, Marge Cawley
Worship Techs Gil Urias, Bianca Osorio
Trustee on Duty Steve White
Deacon of the Month Bonny Henry
Sanctuary Readiness Larry Seubert

Please linger with us on the patio for the UPC Café
and enjoy light refreshments and good conversation.
There are new connections to be made!
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We are really glad that you found
us! We invite you to explore our
church family at your own pace,
and in your own way.

Here is some
useful information:

Let us know that you are here by scanning the
QR code to the right or by going to www.up-
ctempe.org/fellowship, and completing the
form. Be sure to indicate if there is anything
you want us to know.

OR you may tear out the pew pad sheet and leave it on the
pew.

If you are on any social media, please check in at UPC to let
others know that you are here—and that they would be wel-
come.

We have a social time following the service —UPC Café—
with light refreshments and beverages. We hope you will stay
so that we can get to know you better.

Sign up for our weekly (Thursday) email update at
www.upctempe.org/email.

If you see an event or volunteer opportunity that interests you,
just come! No special invitation is necessary.

The Question Box for Pastor Len is open!

He will respond to our questions during his sermon on January 4.

Your questions about almost anything may be placed in the
offering plate or emailed to pastorlen@upctempe.org.
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Remember in Prayer

Deacon Honorary Plant: Given by Donna & Gene DeLutio
for family.

Memorial Book: To the Glory of God and in remembrance of

Eva Hawley, a memorial perpetuated in Organ Funds by
Richard & Thelma Wells, 1987.

The World: Prayers for justice and peace around the world,
especially in places of war and disaster.

Our elected leaders: The President of the United States, members

of Congress, governors, county officials, mayors, and city council
members, that they may all work toward peace for our cities, nation,
and world.

Ongoing Prayers: Dennis Gilliland; Gary Anderson;
Rob, Chet Henry’s brother; David Dahlmeier, JoAnne’s son;
Tom Best’s friend Sherman and wife Louise; Lou Starkey;
Debbie & Sandy, friends of Sharon Tompkins; Ramtin Foladi Nejad
Betsy Youngs and Lawn Griffiths as they recover from surgery.

Homebound: Helen Alderson; Bev, Norm, and Jim Phillips;
Beckie Burke; Dana Prestly; Barbara Smith.

Birthdays this week: Gary Anderson, JoJo Fraser

Elders: Alan Sweeney, Lawn Griffiths, Molly Winkler

Deacons: Nancy Martin, Jeanette Miller, Jim Niemann, Holly Silcox
Trustees: Carol Rickel, Cheri Hardy, Phil Witherspoon

Presbytery: Parker Valley, Parker, Moderator: Rev. José Olagues
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Christian Education

Adult Christian Education (ACE) — 11 a.m. — Sanctuary:

Today — Come and meet/hear from Ted G., a man who has
homelessness, life on the streets, and other challenges in his
history. He is now a manager with the Aris Foundation, and
he also runs a ‘sober house’. Hear how he overcame them--
and his suggestions for those trying to be helpful.

Dec. 21 - The Journey of the Sacred Hoop. Discussion led by
Vonna Thomas.

Sunday School - today at 10:00 a.m. - Room 2

This year we offer two classes, K-3 and 4-6, to
better meet the students’ needs.

REMINDER: There is no Sunday School on Communion
Sundays and special holidays.

Confirmation Group —today at 11:00 a.m. - Room 9

Today our confirmands will meet with their sponsors
for a time of discussion, growing, and sharing.

Lectio Divina Bible Study
(Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m., on Zoom)

We read, reflect on, and study the scripture readings for each
upcoming Sunday in the Revised Common Lectionary. A list
is available for download at www.upctempe.org/rcl.
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Announcing...

If you have an announcement for our weekly emails
and/or bulletin, submit it to upc@upctempe.org
by Wednesday of each week.

The Deacon of the month is Bonny Henry. She will be at the front
of the church after the service for prayer or other needs.

Deacon Christmas Poinsettia Orders: Order one today for a do-
nation of $15.00 in honor of or in memory of loved ones. The
deadline is December 21%. Your plant will be placed in the sanc-
tuary for Christmas services. You may also contact Nancy Mar-
tin at (480) 241-9296, or leave a check at the church office paya-
ble to UPC Deacons with “Poinsettia” written in the memo line.
Thank you!

The Aris Foundation puts on its festival of food, clothing, and

connections for the unhoused... or anyone!... in our Fellowship
Hall every Tuesday from 5-7 p.m. Spread the word!

Our next Sort Day is this Tuesday, December 16th, from 9-10

a.m. Everyone is welcome as we assemble kits for the unhoused
and our immigrant neighbors... and have a great time together!

All ages: Caroling to the homebound on Sunday, December 21%,
carpooling from church at 1 p.m.. Your friends and neighbors
are welcome—what a great way to introduce them to us!

The Christmas Eve Service of lessons, carols, and candlelight will
be December 24™ at 6 p.m. The luminaria will light the way...
memorable for all ages!

The Annual Longest Night Service will be on Sunday, December
21%. Dinner will be served at 4:30 p.m. (baked potato/chili bar)
with the service at 5:30 p.m. Location: Church of the Nazarene,
3929 S. Rural Road (just north of US 60), Tempe, AZ 85282
(480) 838-2887

Don't miss our Sunday service Epiphany celebration on January
4™, A.C.E. class and undecorating will follow worship.
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This Week at UPC

Zoom meeting links may be found www.upctempe.org/events..
and in our weekly email—
subscribe at www.upctempe.org/email

Sun,, Dec 14
9:30 am Worship Service (S, Z, YouTube)
10:00 am  Children’s Bible Time (Rm 2)
10:30 am  UPC Cafe fellowship time on the patio
11:00 am  Youth Fellowship (Rm 9)
11:00 am  Adult Christian Education with Tim Gutierrez with Aris Foun-
dation (S)
Mon., Dec 15
7:00 pm Board of Deacons (Z)
8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7)
Tue., Dec 16
9:00 am Sort Day (FH)
4:00 pm Aris Foundation: Fiesta of Food and Resources (FH)
4:00 pm Violin Lessons (Rm 2)
5:30 pm CIO Committee (Z)
7:00 pm Stated Session (CR, Z)
7:00 pm Board of Trustees (Z)
Wed., Dec 17
9:00 am Lectio Divina Bible Study (Z)
12:30 pm  PW Chinle Circle (MR)
3:45 pm Worship Planning Meeting (Z)
6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice (S)
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (CH)

Thu., Dec 18
8:00 am TOPS (MR, Rm 7)
11:00 am  Tempe Interfaith Fellowship (Z)
12:00 pm  PNC Meeting (CR, Z)
Fri., Dec 19
3:00 pm I-HELP Arrives
8:30 pm A.A. Meeting (Rm 7)
Sat., Dec 20
7:00 am I-HELP Departs
Sun., Dec 21

9:30 am Worship Service (S, Z, YouTube)
10:00 am  Children’s Bible Time (Rm 2)
10:30 am  UPC Cafe fellowship time on the patio
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11:00 am  Youth Fellowship (Rm 9)
11:00 am  Adult Christian Education (S)

Location/Room References:

(CH)-Choir Room  (CR)-Conference Room/Office
(CR/Rm7)-Community Room  (FH)-Fellowship Hall
(MG) Memorial Garden (HSR)-High School Room
(MSR)-Middle School Room  (K)-Fellowship Hall Kitchen
(L)-Lounge (MR)-Meeting Room  (PO)-Pastor’s Office
(Rm#)-Room Number Indicated  (S)-Sanctuary
(2)-On Zoom (See Weekly Update or UPC Calendar for links)

University .
« Presbyterian
i Church

Open and Affirming to All, Following Jesus,
Growing in Love and Service

139 E. Alameda Dr. e Tempe, AZ 85282 o 480.966.6267
www.upctempe.org e e-mail: upc@upctempe.org

Office Hours: Tue-Fri, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Ministers All of Us
Interim Pastor Rev. Len Silvester
Clerk of Session Jim Hershauer
Director of Music & Christian Education Ted Gibson
Organist Jon Sywassink
Administrative Assistant Lori Saager
Treasurer/Bookkeeper Andrea White
Attendance Secretaries Sharlan Pierce, Jeanette Miller
Custodian Carrie Miter

15



