
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
   December 7, 2025 

2nd Sunday of Advent – 9:30 a.m. 
 

 
 

Welcome to University Presbyterian Church! 
We welcome all who are seeking: This is a place for inquiry. 

We welcome people of every shape and size, color and culture, 

age and ability, sexual orientation, and family type. 

We are a diverse family of faith. This is a safe place to be. 

Together let us worship the God of love! 

 

—Are you here for the first time? 

Check out the “Are You New Here?” section. 

 

—Please mute your devices. 

—Let us know you are here by using the pads in the pews 

or at this link: www.upctempe.org/fellowship. 

To ponder as we gather 
If you were asked to express, in a single sentence, the central 

driving force in your life, could you do it? How would you 

describe “the main thing” in the life of UPC? What are the 

distractions, shiny objects, and ‘rabbit trails’ that divert us? 

http://www.upctempe.org/fellowship
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We Gather for Worship 
*Congregation standing in body or in spirit 

⁜Congregation reads in unison 

Welcome Rev. Len Silvester 
May the love of God be with you. 

⁜  And also with you. 

Prayer Requests  (480) 256-8216 

Prayers may be texted to the above number,  

or call and leave a message. 

Land Acknowledgement   

Centering Time and Entrance of the Light 

The candles on the communion table are symbolic of faith’s 
light that guides who we are and what we do. 

*Worship Song   “Come, Now is the Time to Worship”   

  BY BRIAN DOERKSEN 

Come, now is the time to worship 

Come, now is the time to give your heart 

Come, just as you are to worship 

Come, just as you are before your God: Come 

One day every tongue will confess You are God 

One day every knee will bow 

Still the greatest treasure remains for those 

Who gladly choose You now 

Lighting the Advent Wreath: Peace  The C’ylwik Family 
We light the second candle for all of God’s people, 

  striving to be peace-bearers in a still-troubled world. 

⁜ God, as we await the fulfillment 

of all your promises: 

give us hope, give us peace. 
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[seated] Advent Carol “When God Is a Child”  vs. 1 & 2 

  SEE BULLETIN -PAGE 8  

Prayer Of Confession  Sada Reed, Liturgist 

⁜   Faithful God: 

We confess that too often  

     we have not been peace-makers.  

We suffer from impatience, apathy, and greed;  

  our desire to be in control makes us anxious.  

Hear our prayers as we seek to turn  

     from these ways  

  and live new lives, fueled by grace.  

Hear our prayers, O God, 

  and continue your transforming 

  of our hearts and minds. 

Time for silent prayer …. 
  

Assurance Of Grace   
⁜  Thanks be to God: 

Come, O Jesus, quickly come! 

*Passing the Peace of Christ   

May the peace of Christ be with you. 

⁜ And also with you. 

  

 *Response It Came Upon the Midnight Clear #123, v. 4 

For lo, the days are hastening on 

by prophets seen of old, 

When with the ever-circling years 

shall come the time foretold, 

When peace shall over all the earth 

its promised splendors fling, 

And the whole world give back the song 

that now the angels sing. 
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We Listen for God’s Word 

Moment with Our Children  Sada Reed 

Anthem O God of Peace, You Sent Us John  Chancel Choir 

 BY CAROLYN WINFREY GILLETTE 

O God of peace, you sent us John who called, "Prepare the way!" 

He challenged all we counted on and promised your new day. 

He cried out in the wilderness and made the pathway straight. 

He filled the valleys, smoothed the roads, and taught us how to wait. 

We wait for Christ and look around at all that is not good. 

We see the crooked places found in our own neighborhood. 

We see within this land we love the children cast aside. 

May we who long for peace be moved to answer when they cry. 

We hear the words that John proclaimed as we await Christ's birth. 

We long for peace to come one day and fill this troubled earth. 

Could it be that we're called to be peacemakers in our day? 

By doing so, O God, may we again prepare the way. 

 

Prayer For Understanding   

 Scripture Reading   

Isaiah 11:1-2, 6-9   OT page 640  

Matthew 3:1-11   NT page 2  

Word of wisdom, Word of grace: 

⁜  Thanks be to God! 

Homily “We’re Expecting: On Playing Second Fiddle” Pastor Len 

[SEATED] Response     Once in Royal David’s City #140, v. 4 
[ADAPTED] 

We at last shall meet our Savior, 

fount of God’s redeeming grace. 

For that child so dear and gentle 

reigns now in a glorious space, 
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leading all God’s children on 

to the realm where saints have gone.  

We Respond with Service and Sacrament 

Invitation to Community & Communion  

UPC is an open and affirming community of Christian faith wel-

coming all of God’s children, regardless of who you love, where 

you come from, how you got here, or what language you speak. 

If you are seeking a church home, consider making this one it! 

Announcements 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
If you are online, you are invited to have some bread or some-

thing to eat and a drink as we celebrate Communion. 

Invitation To Prayer   

Prayer of Thanksgiving   

God is with you! 

⁜ And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

⁜ We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to God. 

⁜ It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
Holy God… 

And so… with all of creation, with people of every time 

and place, we join the everlasting chorus of praise: 

*Gloria Angels We Have Heard on High #113, refrain 

Glo—ria, in excelsis Deo! 

Glo—ria, in excelsis De--o! 

We come to this Table now, O Creator, mindful of…   
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…Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of your 

Holy Spirit, we pray this version of the prayer of Jesus, saying: 

  Prayer Of Jesus (adapted)   

⁜  Our Creator in Heaven,  

   hallowed be your name. 

Your kin-dom come,  

   your will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our debts 

   as we forgive our debtors. 

Keep us from temptation,  

   and deliver us from evil. 

For the kin-dom, the power,  

   and the glory, are yours  

   now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution   

   

*Offerings of the Gifts. Bread, and Cup, Gifts 
You may come forward when invited by an usher, 

exiting from the left end of your row. 

Receive the piece of bread from the server 

or from the plate of gluten-free bread in front of the pulpit. 

Place your offering in the basket provided. 

Dip your bread into the chalice or take an individual cup, 

discarding it in the basket provided. 

If you wish to remain seated, the elements will be brought to you. 

If you have brought your own elements or are celebrating 

communion at home, you may partake when you are ready.  

 *Communion Hymn 
 We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom #378 
 (alter words "is sent" to "will come" in v.4) 
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  Prayer After Communion   

We Go Out to Follow Jesus 

*Hymn of Sending Watchman, Tell Us of the Night #97 

[ALTERNATING-- LINES 1 & 3 BY HIGH VOICES/WOMEN; 

LINES 2 & 4 BY LOW VOICES/MEN] 

*Charge And Blessing  Pastor Len 

Postlude Prepare the Way, O Zion Jon Sywassink, 

            ARR. MICHAEL BURKHARDT Organist 

Permission to podcast, stream, and print music in this service 

is obtained from OneLicense, lic. #A-731647 

Serving This Morning: 
Head Usher Tom Sevlie 

Ushers Tom & Wendy Sevlie, Chet Henry, Patty Griffiths 

Worship Techs Jim Niemann, Chris Trella 

Trustee on Duty Steve White 

Deacon of the Month Bonny Henry 

Sanctuary Readiness Larry Seubert 
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Vs. 1 & 2 only 
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Welcome! 
We are really glad that you found us. 

Explore our church family 

at your own pace, 

and in your own way. 

If you would like to make this your 

church home 

Here is some 

useful information: 

⚫ Let us know that you are here by scanning the 

QR code to the right or by going to www.up-

ctempe.org/fellowship, and completing the 

form. Be sure to indicate if there is anything 

you want us to know. 

⚫ OR you may tear out the pew pad sheet and 

leave it on the pew. 

⚫ If you are on any social media, please check in at UPC to let 

others know that you are here–and that they would be wel-

come. 

⚫ We have a social time following the service —UPC Café—

with light refreshments and beverages. We hope you will stay 

so that we can get to know you better. 

⚫ Sign up for our weekly (Thursday) email update at 

www.upctempe.org/email. 

⚫ If you see an event or volunteer opportunity that interests you, 

just come! No special invitation is necessary. 

Rise and Shine’ Bread Ministry 
We have delivered 25,794 mini-loaves of bread to those in 

need. Thanks to the 45 bakers, including 20 regulars. Invite 

your friends to bake: Contact Andrea White at 

info@riseshinebread.org 

or (480) 580-3021. Questions? 

 Here is a video link: https://youtu.be/Go5llLLjTuw. 

http://www.upctempe.org/fellowship
http://www.upctempe.org/fellowship
http://www.upctempe.org/fellowship
http://www.upctempe.org/email
mailto:info@riseshinebread.org
https://youtu.be/Go5llLLjTuw
https://youtu.be/Go5llLLjTuw
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Remember in Prayer 

Deacon Honorary Plant: Given by Chet & Bonny Henry in loving 

memory of Eleanor Henry. 

Memorial Book: To the Glory of God and in remembrance of  

Eva Hawley, a memorial perpetuated in Organ Funds by 

Leo & Amy Olesen, 1987. 

The World: Prayers for justice and peace around the world, 

especially in places of war and disaster. 

Our elected leaders: The President of the United States, members 

of Congress, governors, county officials, mayors, and city council 

members, that they may all work toward peace for our cities, nation, 

and world. 

Ongoing Prayers: Dennis Gilliland; Gary Anderson; 

Rob, Chet Henry’s brother; David Dahlmeier, JoAnne’s son; 

Tom Best’s friend Sherman and wife Louise; Lou Starkey; Debbie & 

Sandy, friends of Sharon Tompkins; Ramtin Foladi Nejad and Betsy 

Youngs as they recover from surgery. 

Homebound: Helen Alderson; Bev, Norm, and Jim Phillips; 

Beckie Burke; Dana Prestly; Barbara Smith. 

Birthdays this week: Wendy Sevlie, Clarissa Knorr 

Elders: Dan Maloney, Jo Lewis, Jean Witherspoon 

Deacons: Katie Casanova, Donna DeLutio, Bonny Henry, Clarissa 

Knorr 

Trustees: Judy Earl, Gene DeLutio, Jan Felton 

Presbytery: Lehi (Maricopa), Mesa, Moderator: CRE Annette Lewis 
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Christian Education 

Adult Christian Education (ACE) – 11 a.m. – Sanctuary: 

Today – A slightly different take on an introduction to the 

Presbyterian Women’s 2025-26 Horizons Bible Study: "Find-

ing Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ” by 

Rhashell Hunter. The PW of UPC has selected "Choosing 

Joy" as the focus this year as we journey through uncertain 

times. Chris Casanova will lead us through a discussion of 

how to nourish the unspeakable joy within each of us. 

Dec. 14th – Come and meet/hear from Ted G., a man who has 

homelessness, life on the streets, and other challenges in his 

history. He is now a manager with the Aris Foundation, and 

he also runs a ‘sober house’. Hear how he overcame them-- 

and his suggestions for those trying to be helpful.  

Sunday School – No School today - Room 2 

This year we offer two classes, K-3 and 4-6, to 

better meet the students’ needs. 

REMINDER: There is no Sunday School on Communion 

Sundays and special holidays. 

Youth Group – today at 11:00 a.m. - Room 9 

Next Sunday the confirmation group will meet with their 

sponsors at 11 a.m. 

Lectio Divina Bible Study 
(Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m., on Zoom) 

We read, reflect on, and study the scripture readings for each 

upcoming Sunday in the Revised Common Lectionary. A list 

is available for download at www.upctempe.org/rcl. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revised_Common_Lectionary
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Announcing… 

If you have an announcement for our weekly emails 

and/or bulletin, submit it to upc@upctempe.org 

by Wednesday of each week. 

Meeting of the congregation today immediately following 

worship, to take action on the proposed slate of officers. 

The Deacon of the month is Bonny Henry. She will be available at 

the front of the church after the service if you would like a private 

prayer or have other needs. 

The annual Christmas Concert & Cookies is today at 4 p.m. Why 

not bring friends to enjoy the great music of the season and light 

refreshments? 

The I’ve Been Wondering/Stump Pastor Len box is open! He 

will respond to our questions during sermon time on January 4th. 

Questions may be emailed (pastorlen@upctempe.org), put in the 

offering basket, or dropped by/sent to the office. 

The Aris Foundation puts on its festival of food, clothing, and 

connections for the unhoused… or anyone!... in our Fellowship 

Hall every Tuesday from 5-7 p.m. Spread the word! 

Our next Sort Day is this Tuesday, December 16th, from 9-10 

a.m. Everyone is welcome as we assemble kits for the unhoused 

and our immigrant neighbors… and have a great time together! 

All ages: (TIME CHANGE) Plan to go caroling to the homebound 

with us on Sunday December 21st, carpooling from the church at 

1 P.M. Consider a quick lite lunch to save room for all the cook-

ies that are offered on our various stops. Friends and neighbors 

are welcome. 

The Christmas Eve Service of lessons, carols, and candlelight will 

be December 24th at 6 p.m. The moving liturgy will take us from 

darkness to light, ending in and around our new pergola. 

The luminaria will light the way… memorable for all ages! 

mailto:upc@upctempe.org
mailto:pastorlen@upctempe.org
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This Week at UPC 

Zoom meeting links may be found  www.upctempe.org/events.. 

and in our weekly email— 

subscribe at www.upctempe.org/email 

Sun., Dec 7 
9:30 am Worship Service (S, Z, YouTube) 

10:30 am UPC Cafe fellowship time on the patio 

10:30 am Meeting of the Congregation (S) 

11:00 am Youth Fellowship (Rm 9) 

11:00 am Adult Christian Education with Chris Casanova (S) 

4:00 pm Christmas Concert & Cookies (S) 

Mon., Dec 8 
8:00 pm Stewardship Committee (Z) 

8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7) 

Tue., Dec 9 
1:00 pm PW Coast2Coast (Z) 

4:00 pm Aris Foundation: Fiesta of Food and Resources (FH) 

4:00 pm Violin Lessons (Rm 2) 

7:00 pm Finance Committee (Z) 

7:00 pm Worship Committee (Z) 

Wed., Dec 10 
9:00 am Lectio Divina Bible Study (Z) 

3:45 pm Worship Planning Meeting (Z) 

5:15 pm Wednesday Night Dinner (K, FH) 

6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice (S) 

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (CH)  

Thu., Dec 11 
8:00 am TOPS (MR, Rm 7) 

7:00 pm MSJP Committee (Z) 

Fri., Dec 12 
3:00 pm I-HELP Arrives  

8:30 pm A.A. Meeting (Rm 7) 

Sat., Dec 13 
7:00 am I-HELP Departs 

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast (MR) 

Sun., Dec 14 
9:30 am Worship Service (S, Z, YouTube) 

10:00 am Children’s Bible Time (Rm 2) 

10:30 am UPC Cafe fellowship time on the patio 

11:00 am Youth Fellowship (Rm 9) 

http://www.upctempe.org/events
http://www.upctempe.org/email
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11:00 am Adult Christian Education with Tim Gutierrez with Aris Foun-

dation (S) 
 

 

Location/Room References: 

(CH)-Choir Room (CR)-Conference Room/Office  
(CR/Rm7)-Community Room (FH)-Fellowship Hall   

(MG) Memorial Garden (HSR)-High School Room  
(MSR)-Middle  School Room (K)-Fellowship Hall Kitchen 

(L)-Lounge (MR)-Meeting Room  (PO)-Pastor’s Office 
(Rm#)-Room Number Indicated  (S)-Sanctuary  

(Z)-On Zoom (See Weekly Update or UPC Calendar for links) 

 
 
 
 

 

Open and Affirming to All, Following Jesus,  
Growing in Love and Service 

139 E. Alameda Dr. • Tempe, AZ 85282 • 480.966.6267 
www.upctempe.org • e-mail: upc@upctempe.org 

Office Hours: Tue-Fri,  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 

Ministers All Members 
Supply Pastor Rev. Len Silvester 
Clerk of Session Jim Hershauer 
Director of Music & Christian Education  Ted Gibson 
Organist  Jon Sywassink 
Administrative Assistant Lori Saager 
Treasurer/Bookkeeper  Andrea White 
Attendance Secretaries  Sharlan Pierce, Jeanette Miller 
Custodian                      Carrie Miter 

  
 


