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A sense of hopeful expectation is a
powerful psychological and spiritual
force. Powered by a lively sense of ex-
pectation, the human spirit can become
extraordinarily resilient and generous. It
was for this that the Advent season was
created long ago: At a time when the spir-
its of many faithful were sagging during
the early Middle Ages, four weeks were
set aside for us to lift the eyes of our
hearts way above any daily struggles—
fixing them instead on God’s transform-
ing promises of hope, peace joy and love
for us and for the whole created order! In
Advent we join the shepherds in declar-
ing and /iving the “good news of great joy
which will be for al/l people” (Luke 2:10)!

Conversely, the first tenet in psycho-
logical warfare is to squash any sense of
expectant hope. Remove that and a pris-
oner is likely to become compliant and
far more passive. Remove it and the hu-

We’re Expecti,

ng’

man spirit, in a child or adult, can wander

to some pretty dark places. Remove it

from a congregation and it ceases to be a

vibrant, magnetic community. So hungry

are we for it that all manner of charis-
matic charlatans, political or religious,
can lure us away from God’s pure light.

I find a lively, growing sense of ex-
pectancy in UPC, and I am eager to share
the Advent/Christmas season with you:

*  There is hope and expectation for the
calling of your next installed pastor
in 2026; who will that person be?
What gifts will your next pastor offer
to you and receive from you?

*  There is the joy of ‘walking the talk’
with generosity in your use of re-
sources -- especially for neighbors
struggling on the margins of society.

*  There is renewed energy around the
possibilities of ministry by, with, and
to neighbors, new members and
friends, including younger families.

So we will light the candles of hope,
peace, joy and love on Advent Sundays,
as Christ’s light guides us from the no-
longer to the not-yet. We are designing a
Christmas Eve experience for all ages
that we expect (there’s that word again!)
you will find deeply meaningful; when
we gather under/around the new pergola
to sing “Joy to the World!” by candlelight
there may be a few tears ... of hope, grat-
itude, and expectancy.

Onward,
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This issue of the

UPC NEWS & Current Events
is brought to you by...

the word...

Unity

Biblically, unity is a state of one-
ness and harmony among believers in
Christ, grounded in their shared rela-
tionship with God and the Holy Spirit,
and manifested through love, humility,
and purpose. It is not about external
uniformity but an internal bond that
reflects the relationship within the Trini-
ty and is essential for glorifying God
and witnessing to the world.

Love and humility: Unity is bound
by love and requires humility, patience,
and gentleness to overcome divisions
and selfishness.
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December is a busy month.
Here is what is NOT happening in December...

No Wednesday Night Dinners on Dec. 17, 24 and 31
No Book Club
No Lunch with Len

Men’s Breakfast, Fellowship,
and Bible Study

Men's y
Pible
Siud

ing Room. As always, breakfast will be delicious because there’s coffee.
We will be continuing the PW Bible Study: Let Justice Roll Down. All
men are welcome. B

Saturday, December 13, 2025
8:00 am—Meeting Room

Our next meeting is scheduled for December 13th at 8:00 a.m. in the Meet-
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after worship _
$11 per 1 Ib. bag
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139 E. Alameda Dr.
Tempe, Arizona 85282
(480) 966-6267
www.upctempe.org
www.facebook.com/upctempe

Office Hours
Tue-Fri: 8:00 am.-1:00 p.m.
(Virtual on Fridays)

Ministry Staff

Reverend Len Silvester
Interim Pastor
pastorlen@upctempe.org

Jim Hershauer
Clerk of Session
james.hershauer@asu.edu

Lori Saager
Administrative Assistant
upc@upctempe.org

Ted Gibson
Director of Music & Christian Education
tedgibson@upctempe.org

Jon Sywassink
Organist/Accompanist
jonsywassink@upctempe.org

Carrie Miter

Custodian
carriemiter@upctempe.org

Andrea White

Treasurer
treasurer@upctempe.org

Sharlan Pierce
Jeanette Miller

Attendance Secretaries
attendance@upctempe.org

UPC NEWS & Current Events is published

monthly. Submissions of announcements,
stories, op-eds, and reflections on recent events
at UPC are welcomed.

Requirements:
Announcements: 500 words or less
Articles/Reflections: 1200 words or less
Letters to the Editor: 750 words of less
Submissions may be edited for content,
grammar, and space available.

Send submissions
by the 20th of each month to:
newsletter@upctempe.org


https://www.upctempe.org
https://www.facebook.com/upctempe
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Deacon Sale for 2025

By DENNY MARTIN AND
DONNA DELUTIO

Poinsettia plants for family, friends
and others you hold dear at this time.

UPC Deacons are happy to help you
honor people close to your heart during
this time of the year. You may want to
lift- up a family member or friend whose
memory is special to you at Christmas.
You may want to honor someone you
know by giving them a lovely plant to

show you care.

Can you believe it? Christmas is
approaching on December 25th, 2025.
On December 7%, 14" and 21% the
Deacons will have a table on the patio
after worship to accept your donation of
$15.00 for a poinsettia plant. You may
pay cash or write a check (payable to
“UPC Deacons” with “Poinsettia”
written in the memo line) when you sign
up. You may also drop off or mail your
donation to the church office. Further

you can give online by clicking the
“Donate” button in the upper right side at
upctempe.org. Also please indicate
whether you are designating your plant in
memory or in honor of someone you care
for.

If you have questions, please contact
Donna Delutio (480) 621-8163 or Nancy
Martin at (480) 241-9296.

The Deacons are grateful for your
support, and we pray that you have a
blessed Christmas holiday. B

UPC Booth For Boo Bash
at Kiwanis Park for Halloween 2025

By LAWN GRIFFITHS

For the first time, University
Presbyterian Church set up a booth and
participated in the City of Tempe’s
Halloween Carnival called the Family
Boo Bash! It was held again at Kiwanis
Park. The Christian Education
Committee and Congregational Outreach
Committee sponsored the booth for the
carnival on Oct. 24. Sue and Bob
Schnebel and Nan and Geoff Beams
teamed to give out candy, toy items and
materials to families who came by the
booth. The community carnival dates
back 1977 when the city decided to add a
safer alternative to traditional trick-or-
treating.

“We chose to participate in the Boo
Bash! as part of our mission work to
share with the community, UPC and its
Sunday School programs,” Sue said. “A
new church banner was designed to
include the times of our
classes. The UPC
congregation donated bags
of candy and enabled the -
distribution of over 1,000
sweet treats.” With financial
support from the Ted Giese
Endowment Fund, they had
spider Halloween
bubble containers, spooky |
fingers, and Halloween
placement puzzles which
were labeled with UPC
information to distribute.

rings,

The children were thrilled with the glow-
in-the-dark Christian themed rubber

bracelets as well, Sue said. &
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PW Synod of the Southwest Gathering

By CHRIS CASANOVA

The weekend of October 24-26 was a
big weekend for PW in the Synod of the
Southwest (PWSSW) as the Triennial
Synod Gathering was held at the Francis-
can Renewal Center in Scottsdale. There
were women attending from across our
Synod, as well as from several other
states. There were several women from
UPC in attendance for the weekend, and
we reunited with our friend, Shirley
Hipwell, who currently lives in Califor-
nia (and Michigan in the summer).

It was an especially joyful weekend
for one woman from UPC. Kathy Wagner
was installed as Moderator of PW in the
Synod of the Southwest. Congratulations
Kathy! She takes over the reigns from
Chris Casanova, who remains as SSW

Carol Rickel, Chris Casanova, Bianca
Osorio, Jean Luce, and Jean Tsuya

.._.'

Chris Casanova, Kathy Wagner, Cheri Hardy, Suzanne Niemann, Natalie Horne, Jean Tsuya,

representative to the PW Inc., Board of
Directors. Carol Rickel was the Music
Director for the weekend and the 100+
women (and one man) attending enjoyed
learning and singing, “Draw the Circle
Wide”, the theme song for the weekend.

There were workshops and activities
around the theme of “Connecting in Love
Through Our Stories”. The Rev. Dr.
Rhashell Hunter was our keynote speak-
er. Rhashell is the author of the current
PW Horizons Bible study, Finding Resili-
ence, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus
Christ.

The communion worship service Sun-
day morning was a reaffirmation of bap-
tism, based on Lesson 8, and lead by the
Reverends Tricia Dykers Koenig and
Joyce Lieberman, both from Albuquer-
que. We were lifted up by the Dine”

Kelsey Law Vice Moderator of PW Board of Directors,

Synod Exec, jo

ining in Draw the Circle Wide.
¢ : )
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Bianca Osorio, Shirley Hipwell, Mary Danforth, and Jean Luce.

Choir from Leupp Presbyterian Church
and Jean Tsuya brought us to tears with
the horribly sad, but equally inspiring,
story of the arson fire that destroyed First
Presbyterian Church Douglas and how
they have risen above the ashes and re-
built their space to accommodate a food
pantry to service Douglas and Agua Prie-
ta. A special offering was collected total-
ing $3700 that was for the Douglas FPC
Food Pantry and the PW Annual Mission
Fund.

The women attending also donated
80+ gift cards, totaling well over $1600
for the Children’s Enrichment Programs
of Frontera de Cristo. Overall, it was a
lovely weekend of making new friends,
catching up with old friends, and most
important growing in our faith and ser-
vice to God.®

£ I

‘ .
Kathy Wagner, and Conrad Rocha

Chris Casanova and Newly Elected
Moderator, Kathy Wagner
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Wonderful Resources...
Lead to Growth and Joy!

By SUE HENDERSON

Although I remember voting for First
Things First (FtF) when it came on the
Arizona ballot in 2006, I never paid
much attention to it after that as I had
little contact with preschoolers or babies.
That was until the wonderful Sarhang
family moved into room 6 at UPC and
Holly Herman invited me to get involved
with the family. I have loved my experi-
ences with the Sarhangs—meeting them
and interacting with the girls has brought
me so much joy and has filled the
“grandma sized hole” in my heart espe-
cially since we don’t have grandchildren
of our own.

Thanks to the efforts of retired teach-
er and principal (and lifetime achieve-
ment awardee) Jo Lewis and retired
teacher and teacher mentor Diane
Hillyard, Mahsa Sarhang, five years old,
is enrolled in kindergarten at Broadmor
Elementary school and is doing very well
there. Diane has accompanied Khosbho
to parent teacher conferences and PTA
meetings and has helped facilitate home-
work help. Mahsa's teacher reports that
Mabhsa is eager to learn and has made
friends and enjoys school. However, her
little sister, Noora, aged two, was very

sad when her sister left for school and I
started to look for resources for Noora
beyond the story time at the Tempe Pub-
lic Library — which is wonderful but is
only once a week and is not individual-
ized.

I was fortunate to find Tempe’s
Thrive to Five program, and Noora has
been attending classes there at least twice
a week since August. This is a phenome-
nal program, paid for by funding from
the First things First ballot initiative.
According to the FtF website “In 2006,
Arizonans made a historic decision on
behalf of our state’s young children. By
majority vote, they passed Proposition
203, a citizen’s initiative to fund quality
early childhood development and health
programs for kids birth to age 5. Voters
backed that commitment with an 80-cent
per pack increase on tobacco products,
so that funding for early childhood ser-
vices would not be at the mercy of eco-
nomic and political winds.”

Noora has taken many classes at
Tempe’s Thrive to Five. The classes are
designed for parents and children to par-
ticipate together so Khoshbo has been
learning English and connecting with
other parents alongside Noora’s explora-
tions. Once a month the Phoenix Zoo
brings animals to Thrive to Five, and the
Arizona Science Center also visits once a

month. In addition, Noora takes music
classes, little chef cooking classes, fine
and large motor skills development clas-
ses, and more.

Did you know that UPC’s own Judy
Earl is an educator at the Arizona SeaLife
Aquarium? Judy arranged for and provid-
ed a personalized tour of the SeaLife
Aquarium for the Sarhangs, AND the
Mushtary’s (the former residents in room
6). It was a marvelous time, and, along-
side the girls and their moms, I learned
so much. This is a great place to visit. (.

Do you have access to any similar
learning experiences you can share?
Would you like to host the family at the
zoo walk or to zoo lights, take them to a
kids play or concert or even a picnic at a
local park? You can contact Khosbo di-
rectly or Holly or I can connect you with
her.

I feel so blessed to be connected to
this wonderful community. Onward! ®
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PNC Express]|

Welcome aboard the

Froffera " University

+Presbyterian

PNC Expressl!
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By RICK CASANOVA

Having finished the first two legs of our journey, we begin the next part of our adventure!

Third Leg of the Journey

Date Destination

From October Dis-embark at the Unlimited Stay

into the Lodge in the Land of Inquiry and
Future Examine for on-going strategy and
review

Dear UPC Family,
Greetings from the land of Inquiry and
Examine. We are excited to let you know

that our paperwork was approved by
Conmumission on Ministry and we have posted
the position of Pastor on the PCUSA CLC
website. We have developed a clear process to look for
candidates and have already received some infor-

mation to review. We will take action in December,

and things will really start moving after tie, holidays.
- 0 ~
Thanks for keeping us in your @9

prayers.

Faithfully, Your PNC @ E}{? E ;

Nominating Committee: Rick Casanova, Faye Gardner, Helen Grittin, Cheri Hardy, Dan Maloney, Jim Niemann,

Nathalie Rennell, Carol Rickel, Kathy Wagner
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Generosity Committee Update

By JIM HERSHAUER

Chairman

By November 5th, 95 estimates of
giving form responses had been received.
The General Fund total is $326,225.60
and the Per Capita total is $5,220. Both
are significant increases from 2025
estimates of giving. Thanks to members
of the UPC community for responding
generously.

Our theme for this year is “Love in
Truth and Action” based on 1 John 3:18.
A down-to-earth definition of love is

generosity in action. Pastor Len’s sermon
on July 13" was ftitled “Viral
Generosity.” He stated that “generosity
breeds generosity” --in finances, in use
of time, and in the offering of our
abilities. Love is generosity — it is an
attitude, one that is reflected in the
revised tag line recently adopted by
Session: “Open and Affirming to All,
Following Jesus, Growing in Love and
Service.” Generosity and hate cannot co-
exist in the same mental or spiritual
space.

We give

thanks to the many

individuals who helped our Generosity
(aka Stewardship) Committee throughout
the year. We would like to give special
thanks to the faithful and loving help of
Lori Saager and Chris Trella. They made
many activities simpler and easier.

Note: Some of this message is based
on Pastor Len’s sermon on July 13" If
you missed the service, please take time
to watch it on YouTube at: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?

v=LPIfU7JgcWE.®

Martinmas Festival of nghts at UPC

By GLORIA ORTIZ

The students from the School of
Quintessence celebrated the Martinmas
Festival of Lights with a lantern walk at
UPC on November 14. The children pre-
pared a delicious spread for our I-HELP
guests, including minestrone soup, bread,
homemade cookies, and warm apple ci-
der. They also provided entertainment,

making the evening even more special.
Lanterns lined the sidewalk, creating a

beautiful and peaceful atmosphere for the |

celebration.

Special thanks to School of Quintes-
sence teachers Chloé Makowski and
Christie Martin for welcoming I-HELP to
be part of this meaningful event.

It was truly a beautiful evening en-
joyed by all. ®

Session’s Report

By LEN SILVESTER

UPC's Session had its stated meeting earlier than usual, No-
vember 18th, because of Thanksgiving. On the agenda:

e  The year-to-date (Oct 31) financial report shows income of

$308,800 (more than anticipated) and expenses of $248,447
(less than anticipated).

Preliminary discussion of the 2026 budget; substantial in-
creases in building/campus-associated costs as well as the
calling of an installed pastor will put upward pressure on
expenses.

Jim Hershauer, Molly Winkler (commissioners) and TE Len
Silvester reported on the recent Presbytery meeting during
which More Light Presbyterian Church in Anthem was offi-
cially 'chartered'.

Pastor Len's year-end review is underway; his interim
ministry contract is up for renewal on Dec. 31st--this will be
on the docket for the December meeting.

The Nominating Committee reports that all but one position
(Deacon) have been filled.

A meeting of the congregation to vote on the proposed slate of
officers has been called for Sunday, December 7th, immediately
following worship.

The annual meeting of the congregation was set for Sunday,
January 25th, immediately following worship.

Officer training was tentatively set for Saturday, January 17th,
at9am.

2025 annual reports are due by Dec. 31st; the reports will be
available to everyone on Sunday, Jan. 18th.

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, December 16th, at 7 p.m. in
the Conference Room. B


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPIfU7JgcWE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPIfU7JgcWE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPIfU7JgcWE
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Tis the Season for PW

Did you know that some elves took a
brief hiatus from the North Pole to come
to UPC to help wrap packages for those
in need? With assistance from PW, many
items were gathered but needed to be
wrapped. With nibble fingers and a smile,
the elves packed 50 Manna Bags for the
unhoused filled with the usual essentials
and 50 bags for Justa Center filled with

hats, socks, gloves, towel-size wipes, a
snack and, yes, a candy cane. 20 small
backpacks were filled with educational
supplies for Tempe Elementary School.
For children who go to PAZ this holiday,
they will receive LED drawing pads, art
supplies, small toys, and more. Refugee
teen girls will receive spa bags and art
supplies. For distribution to other refugee

children there will be soccer and volley-
balls, LED drawing tablets, picture
books, toys, and other assorted items.
These gifts were purchased with PW
pledge funds and donations. Special
thanks to Jo Maloney and Donna De Lu-
tio for assisting the elves. I am sure they
will all be on Santa’s Nice List!
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Adult Christian Education

By SUE SCHNEBEL

Thanks to Albert Celoza, Director of
the Arizona Interfaith Movement for
joining us on November 9. When the
ACE Committee reached out to Mr.
Celoza he was intrigued by the theme, “A
Bible in One Hand and a Newspaper in
the Other”. When speaking with us he
emphasized that in today’s times it reads,
“A Bible in One Hand and a Gadget in
the Other.” The quickness of social me-
dia creates silos with different perspec-

tives, and it generates extremes which
can help to sell conflict. Mr. Celoza not-
ed the greatest commandment is Love thy
Neighbor, which is a model for love,
compassion and forgiveness for all.
Simply, his organization says to Live the
Golden Rule. He humbly shared person-
al insights that were truly appreciated by
all.

A special thanks to Pastor Len for
another wonderful presentation on No-
vember 2 filled with fun and some unan-
swered questions about the group we call

the Pilgrims. This topic was based on his
sabbatical several years ago to seek an-
swers. What a great way to kick off the
Thanksgiving season.

To help us cope with this everchang-
ing world, in Dan Abbott’s presentation
on November 16, he brought his love of
photography to over 40 participants and
shared how our senses (primary and sec-
ondary) can spark memories and height-
en our awareness of awe and can bring
inner peace. After sharing many of his
favorite photos and videos, he challenged
the guests to identify their prominent
sense and what brought them awe. He
encouraged all to find strength and com-
fort in our own photos. ®

Dan Abbott

Thanks to all the UPC staff and
volunteers who made Project Connect
outreach to those in need and homeless a
success on November 13. For the second
time this year, the church campus was the
drawing point for folks seeking social
services from dozens of agencies and
organizations all in one place. The final
stats show that 181 guests registered for
the  opportunity to meet  with
representatives with opportunities to
participate in available services. Pastor
Len greeted guests, Tempe Mayor Corey
Woods thanked the many who came to
serve and be served. Thanks to Dan
Abbott, Larry and Faye Gardner and
others who helped in all the roles filled.

Project Connect a Success

Pastor Len
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10
14
16
19

31

1 Laura Knorr
Jason Knorr
Larry Gardner
Wendy Sevlie
Clarissa Knorr
Gary Anderson
JoJo Fraser

26 Nob Ichishita
Marge Cawley

If you see a birthday is missing or we have the wrong date, please let the office know as soon as possible.

Worship Volunteer Schedule

Below is the schedule of worship volunteers for the coming months. If you are listed and have a conflict, you are asked to please find a

replacement and then contact Joan Grey.

To volunteer or get on one of the rotations, contact Joan Grey! Thank you!

December 2025—January 2026

Sanctuary Readiness Team...............cccccooveiienne.

Dec 7—2nd Sunday of Advent

LAUIGIST. v

Children’s Moment .

Worship Tech......c.ceiiieieiiieiecceee e

Dec 14—3rd Sunday of Advent

LIUIGIST. .
Children’s Moment .............ccceeeveeiereeniniereeeenens
Worship Tech.......ccooveiiiricieiiecceeen

Dec 21—4th Sunday of Advent

LAUIEISE. ..ot nenenenenen

Children’s Moment .

Worship Tech......c.oueivivirieieiiicceeeee

Dec 24—Christmas Eve

LAUEGIST. .
Children’s MOMENL .........ccoveveerereriereeereeereeeerenens
Worship Tech......c.oueivivirieieiiicceeeee

..................... Larry Seubert Sanctuary Readiness Team..................cccccceceeniniereinininieneneneneee.n... Larry Seubert
Dec 28—1st Sunday after Christmas
.......................... Sada Reed LIUIGISt ...t sseneneneenenenene SOMMer Decker
Sada Reed Children’s MOMENL.........c.covvvivininiriieieccieeieieneienereneeenseens Sommer Decker
..Jim Niemann, Chris Trella Worship Tech ......... ... VACANT, VACANT
Jan 4—2nd Sunday after Christmas/Epiphany
...................... Nob Ichishita LAUTZIST ..ttt eeeenes INGTL BEAMS
...................... Sue Schnebel Children’s MOmeNt........c.cvvueveveeeireriverenncecieereerenseeciesseserenseeceennenene.. Lara Fink
... Gil Urias, Bianca Osorio Worship TeCh ....cveveuiirieieiiriecc e VACANT, VACANT
Jan 11—Baptism of Jesus
.................... Joyce Godfrey LAUTZIST ..ttt esese e senenenenennee. VICKT JACODS
................ Joyce Godfrey Children’s Moment. rererenenenenen. Vicki Jacobs
....Geoff Beams, Sada Reed WOLShIP TECH ..ottt VACANT, VACANT
Jan 18—2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA Jeanette Miller LAULEISE ... nenenenenenenene. JOYCE GodfTey
.......................... Pastor Len Children’s Moment. <eeenenen JOyce Godfrey
...... VACANT, Chris Trella Worship Tech ........ccoovvvirreeeereereeeesesesnsnsnnnnene. VACANT, VACANT

Monthly prayer guide...

" All of creation, and for the strength of
our leaders to stand wup for
environmental conservation.

% Those affected by natural disasters
around the world.

% Communities bearing the weight of
poverty, prejudice, and violence in their
streets and neighborhoods.

% Those struggling with mental
physical illness.

" Migrants, especially those separated
from families and those dying in a
desperate search for a better way of life.

and

% LGBTQIA+ persons who continue to
suffer from prejudice, marginalization,
and discrimination.

% Elected & community leaders, that they
can bring peace to our nation and
world.

% The people of Ukraine.

" The people of Israel and Palestine, that
peace may break out instead of war,
that  hostilities may end and
understanding begin, that people and
leaders may see one another as fellow
creations of God rather than enemies.

% Religious leaders of all kinds, that they
may have the courage to preach and
teach love, compassion, and restorative
justice.

" UPC Officers: elders, deacons, trustees
(see a full list at www.upctempe.org/

leadership).

If you have a prayer request you would
like shared during Sunday worship, text it
to (480) 256-8216 on Sunday morning.


https://upctempe.org/leadership/
https://upctempe.org/leadership/
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UPC Calendar

Submit corrections, additions, or deletions to the church office at

(480) 966-6267 or upc@upctempe.org.

Check online for updates or to subscribe on your computer or device:

December 2025

Mon, Dec 1
4:30 pm  Adult Christian Education (Z)
6:30 pm PW Kayenta Circle (Z)
7:00 pm Administration Committee (Z)
8:30pm AA Meeting (Rm 7)

Tue, Dec 2
9:00 am Sort Day (FH)
4:00 pm Aris Foundation (FH)
4:00 pm Violin Lessons (Rm 2)

Wed, Dec 3
9:00 am Lectio Divina Bible Study (Z)
10:15 am Office Calendaring Mtg (CR)
3:45pm Worship Planning Team (Z)
5:15pm Wednesday Night Dinner FH)
6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice (S)
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (CH)

Thu, Dec 4
8:00am TOPS (MR, Rm 7)
7:00 pm CE Committee (Z)

Fri, Dec 5
3:00 pm I-HELP Arrives
8:30pm AA Meeting (Rm 7)

Sat, Dec 6
7:00 am I-HELP Guests Depart
7:15am Baseball Card Show (FH)

Sun, Dec 7

9:30am  Worship Service (S, ZU,
YouTube)

10:30 am ‘UPC Café” fellowship time on
the patio

11:00 am Youth Fellowship (Rm 9)

11:00 am Adult Sunday School (S)

4:00 pm Choir Christmas Concert (S)

Mon, Dec 8
8:00 pm Stewardship Committee (Z)
8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7)

www.upctempe.org/calendar

Tue, Dec 9
1:00 pm PW Coast2Coast (Z)
4:00 pm Aris Foundation (FH)
4:00 pm Violin Lessons (Rm 2)
7:00 pm Finance Committee (Z)
7:00 pm  Worship Committee (Z)

Wed, Dec 10
9:00 am Lectio Divina Bible Study (Z)
3:45pm Worship Planning Team (Z)
5:15pm Wednesday Night Dinner FH)
6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice (S)
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (CH)

Thu, Dec 11
8:00am TOPS (MR, Rm 7)
7:00 pm MSJP Committee (Z)

Fri, Dec 12
3:00 pm I-HELP Arrives
8:30pm AA Meeting (Rm 7)

Sat, Dec 13
7:00 am I-HELP Guests Depart
8:00am Men’s Breakfast (MR)

Sun, Dec 14

9:30am  Worship Service (S, ZU,
YouTube)

10:00 am Children’s Bible Time (Rm 2)

10:30 am ‘UPC Café” fellowship time on
the patio

11:00 am Youth Fellowship (Rm 9)

11:00 am Adult Sunday School (S)

Mon, Dec 15
7:00 pm Board of Deacons (Z)
8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7)

Tue, Dec 16
9:00 am  Sort Day (FH)
4:00 pm Aris Foundation (FH)
4:00 pm Violin Lessons (Rm 2)
6:30 pm CIO Committee (Z)

7:00 pm Stated Session (CR)
7:00pm  Board of Trustees (MR)

Wed, Dec 17
9:00 am Lectio Divina Bible Study (Z)
12:30 pm PW Chinle Circle (MR)
3:45pm Worship Planning Team (Z)
6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice (S)
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (CH)

Thu, Dec 18
8:00am TOPS (MR, Rm7)
11:00 am Tempe Interfaith Fellowship (Z)

Fri, Dec 19
3:00 pm I-HELP Arrives
8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7)

Sat, Dec 20
7:00 am [-HELP Guests Depart

Sun, Dec 21

9:30am  Worship Service (S, ZU,
YouTube)

10:00 am Children’s Bible Time (Rm 2)

10:30 am ‘UPC Café” fellowship time on
the patio

11:00 am Youth Fellowship (Rm 9)

11:00 am Adult Sunday School (S)

2:00pm Christmas Caroling

5:00 pm TIF Longest Night Service &
Meal

Mon, Dec 22
8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7)

Tue, Dec 23
4:00 pm Aris Foundation (FH)
4:00 pm Violin Lessons (Rm 2)

Wed, Dec 24—Christmas Eve

9:00 am Lectio Divina Bible Study (Z)
6:00 pm Christmas Eve Service (S)

See CALENDAR on page 12

Location/Room References:

(CH)-Choir Room (CR)-Conference Room/Office (COR/Rm7)-Community Room (FH)-Fellowship Hall (HSR)-High School Room
(MSR)-Middle School Room (K)-Fellowship Hall Kitchen (L)-Lounge (MG)-Memorial Garden (MR)-Meeting Room (N)-Nursery
(PO)-Pastor’s Office (Rm#)-Room Number Indicated (S)-Sanctuary (Z)-On Zoom
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Continued from page 11

Thu, Dec 25—Christmas Day

Fri, Dec 26
3:00 pm I-HELP Arrives
4:00 pm Calvary Fellowship Church
(MR)
8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7)

Sat, Dec 27
7:00am I[-HELP Guests Depart

Sun, Dec 28

9:30am  Worship Service (S, ZU,
YouTube)

10:00 am Children’s Bible Time (Rm 2)

10:30 am ‘UPC Café” fellowship time on
the patio

11:00 am Youth Fellowship (Rm 9)

11:00 am Adult Sunday School (S)

Mon, Dec 29
8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7)

Tue, Dec 30
9:00am Sort Day (FH)
4:00 pm Aris Foundation (FH)
4:00 pm Violin Lessons (Rm 2)

Wed, Dec 31—New Year’s Eve
9:00 am Lectio Divina Bible Study (Z)

January 2026

Thu, Jan 1—New Years Day

Fri, Jan 2
3:00 pm I-HELP Arrives
8:30pm AA Meeting (Rm 7)

Sat, Jan 3
7:00am I-HELP Guests Depart
7:15am Baseball Card Show (FH)
9:00 am  Choir Retreat

Sun, Jan 4
9:30am  Worship Service (S, ZU,
YouTube)

10:30 am ‘UPC Café” fellowship time on
the patio

11:00 am Youth Fellowship (Rm 9)

11:00 am Adult Sunday School (S)

Mon, Jan 5
4:30 pm  Adult Christian Education (Z)
7:00 pm  Administration Committee (Z)
8:30pm AA Meeting (Rm 7)

Tue, Jan 6—Day of Epiphany
4:00 pm Aris Foundation (FH)
4:00 pm Violin Lessons (Rm 2)

Wed, Jan 7
9:00am Lectio Divina Bible Study (Z)
3:45pm Worship Planning Team (Z)
5:15pm Wednesday Night Dinner FH)
6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice (S)
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (CH)

Thu, Jan 8
8:00am TOPS (MR)
7:00 pm MSJP Committee (Z)



