SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP

University October 26, 2025
« Presbyterian 29th Sunday in
m Chu rCh Ordinary Time
Reformation Sunday

9:30 a.m.

Liturgist: Nancy Franz

Welcome to University Presbyterian Church!

We welcome all who are seeking: This is a place for inquiry.
We welcome people of every shape and size, color and culture,
age and ability, sexual orientation, and family type.

We are a diverse family of faith. This is a safe place to be.
Together let us worship the God of love!

—Are you here for the first time?
Check out the “Are You New Here?” section.

—Please mute your devices.

—Let us know you are here by using the pads in the pews
or at this link: www.upctempe.org/fellowship.

To ponder as we gather
Are you a detail-oriented planner or more of a play-it-by-ear per-
son? (If you are partnered, the chances are good that your partner
is the opposite.) Either way, how do you make room for, and rec-
ognize, the activity of the Holy Spirit in and around you? Can you
think of ways that UPC can be more Spirit-led?



http://www.upctempe.org/fellowship

We Gather for Worship

*Congregation standing in body or in spirit
# Congregation reads in unison

Welcome Rev. Len Silvester
The love of God be with you.
# And also with you.

Prayer Requests (480) 256-8216

Prayers may be texted to the above number,
or call and leave a message.

Land Acknowledgement

Centering Time and Entrance of the Light

"Acclamation on "Azmon" " Handbells
ARR. ARNOLD B SHERMAN

We use this time to center our spirits on God'’s grace-filled
presence and remember that we are connected to all things
through the Body of Christ.

The candles on the communion table represent the light
of community. The candle near the pulpit is the Christ candle,
symbolic of the eternal light of Christ.

*Call to Worship (from Psalm 65)

You make the gateways of morning and evening

sing for joy.

# You touch the earth and make it abundantly rich.
The people have grain because of your planning.

# You crown the year with goodness.

*Opening Hymn  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”



A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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1. A might-y for- tress is our God, a bul—‘f/ark nev - er fail - ing,
2. Did  we in our own strength con- fide, our striv-ing would be los - ing,
3. And though this world with dev - ils filled,should threat-en to un-do us,
4. God’s word a- bove all earth- ly powers, no thanks to them, a- bid - eth.

our pres-ent help a- mid the flood of mor-tal ills pre- vail - ing
but there is one who takes our side, the one of God’s own choos - ing.
we will not fear for God has willed the truth to tri-umphthrough us.
The Spir- it and the gifts are ours,throughChristwho withus sid - eth.
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For still our an- cient foe doth seek to work us woe, with craft and
You ask who that may be? Christ Je-sus, it is he with might-y
The powers of dark-ness grim, we trem-ble not for them; their rage we
Let goods and kin-dred go, this mor-tal life al - so. The bod-y
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pow - er great, andarmed with cru- el hate, on earth with-out an T'e\/- qual:
pow’r to save, vic- to- rious o’er the grave, Christ will pre-vail tri-um - phant!
can en-dure, for lo, their doomis sure: One Iit-tle word shall fell them
they may kill, God's truth a - bid - eth still, God’s reign en-dures for-ev - €r
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WORDS: Martin Luther, c. 1529; tr. Frederick H. Hedge, 1852; EIN' FESTE BURG
adapt. Ruth Duck, 1981, 1990 §7.87.66.667

MUSIC: Martin Luther, c. 1529; harm. from The New Hymnal for American Youth, 1930

Adapt. © 1981, 1990, Ruth Duck



Prayer Of Confession
# Holy and merciful God
Have mercy on us, imperfect all,
and forgive us for times of pride
and arrogance
in which we see ourselves as better than others.
Help us to own our need for you
our soul-deep reliance on grace
and to live with lively humility.
Forgive any of our self-satisfaction
and free us from the labels we apply
to those we dislike or fear.
In Jesus' name we pray: Amen.
Moment for silent reflection and confession.

Assurance Of Grace

Hear the powerful Good News
through the Apostle Paul:

Life’s labels do not matter here.
There is no longer Jew nor Greek,
slave nor free,

male nor female

for all are beloved in Christ.

# Thanks be to God!

*Passing the Peace of Christ
May the peace of Christ be with you.
# And also with you.
*Response  “In Christ There Is No East or West” #317
vs. 4 [adapted]

In Christ now meet both east or west,

In Christ meet south and north;

All Christly souls are one in faith

Throughout the whole wide earth.
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We Listen for God’s Word

Moment with Our Children Helen Griffin

Anthem “God of Grace and God of Glory” Chancel Choir
ARR. DAN FORREST

God of grace and God of glory, on Your people pour Your
power. Crown Your ancient Church’s story; bring its bud to glo-
rious flower. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing
of this hour, for the facing of this hour.

Lo! the hosts of evil 'round us, scorn our Christ, assail His
ways! From the fears that long have bound us, free our hearts to
faith and praise. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the liv-
ing of these days, for the living of these days.

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; let the
gift of Your salvation be our glory evermore. Grant us wisdom,
grant us courage, serving You whom we adore, serving you
whom we adore.

God of grace and God of glory, on Your people pour Your
power. Crown Your ancient Church’s story; bring its bud to glo-
rious flower. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing
of this hour, for the facing of this hour. Amen, Amen.

Prayer For Understanding

Scripture Readings
Joel 2:26-29 OT page 848
Luke 18:9-14 NT page 81

The Spirit opens the Word of God to those who seek it.
# Thanks be to God!

Sermon “Planned, Printed, Presented” Pastor Len



[SEATED] Response  “Though I May Speak” #693

Though I may speak with bravest fire,
And have the gift to all inspire,

And have not love, my words are vain
As sounding brass and hopeless gain.

Though I may give all I possess,
And striving so my love profess,
But not be given by love within
The profit soon turns strangely thin.

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control;
Our spirits long to be made whole.

Let inward love guide every deed;

By this we worship and are freed.

We Respond with Prayer and Generosity

A Time for Prayer
Prayer requests by text of message at (480) 256-8216.

The Call to Prayer

The Pastoral Prayer

Prayer of Jesus (adapted)
# Our Creator in Heaven,

hallowed be your name.

Your kin-dom come,
your will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.




Keep us from temptation,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kin-dom, the power,
and the glory, are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Community

UPC is an open and affirming Christian community that welcomes
all of God’s people, regardless of who you love, where you come
from, how you got here, or what language you speak. We would wel-
come you as part of our family in whatever ways work best for you.

Announcements (you may come to the mic by the piano)

Moment for Mission UPC Library Jan Felton

Invitation to Generosity

Offerings may be given in the offering plate as it is
passed, or mailed to or dropped off at the church office,
or given through our website at www.upctempe.org/do-
nate. Or scan QR code:

Offertory “Built on the Rock” Jon Sywassink,
ARR. LARRY SHACKLEY Pianist
*Doxology “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” #610, v.5

To God all glory, praise, and love
be now and ever given

by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heaven.

*Prayer of Dedication


http://www.upctempe.org/donate
http://www.upctempe.org/donate

We Go Out to Follow Jesus

*Hymn of Sending “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” #3837

*Charge And Blessing Pastor Len
Postlude “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”  Jon Sywassink,
ARR. TIMOTHY ALBRECHT Organist

Permission to podcast, stream, and print music in this service
is obtained from OneLicense, lic. #A-731647

When our worship is over, our service resumes.
Remember that you are the light of the world!
Sign up for our Weekly Update email at
www.upctempe.org/email.

Today’s Worship Leaders

Head Usher Larry Seubert
Ushers Larry Seubert, Jeanette Miller
Worship Techs Geoff Beams, Sada Reed
Trustee on Duty Gene DeLutio
Deacon of the Month Donna DeLutio
Sanctuary Readiness Larry Seubert

Notes from Today:


http://www.upctempe.org/email

' /g We are really glad that you found us! We
' . invite you to explore our church

family at your own pace,

and in your own way.

Here is some
useful information:

Let us know that you are here by scanning the
QR code to the right or by going to www.up-
ctempe.org/fellowship, and completing the
form. Be sure to indicate if there is anything
you want us to know.

OR you may tear out the pew pad sheet and
leave it on the pew.

If you are on any social media, please check in at UPC to let
others know that you are here—and that they would be wel-
come.

We have a social time following the service —UPC Café—
with light refreshments and beverages. We hope you will stay
so that we can get to know you better.

Sign up for our weekly (Thursday) email update at
www.upctempe.org/email.

If you see an event or volunteer opportunity that interests you,
just come! No special invitation is necessary.



http://www.upctempe.org/fellowship
http://www.upctempe.org/fellowship
http://www.upctempe.org/fellowship
http://www.upctempe.org/email

Remember in Prayer

Deacon Honorary Plant: Given today by Drake & Barbara Hawkins
in celebration of their 59™ anniversary.

Memorial Book: To the Glory of God and in remembrance of

Eva Hawley, a memorial perpetuated in Organ Funds by
Worth & Barbara Hawley, 1987.

The World: Prayers for justice and peace around the world,
especially in places of war and disaster.

Our elected leaders: The President of the United States, members
of Congress, governors, county officials, mayors, and city council
members, that they may all work toward peace for our cities, nation,
and world.

Ongoing Prayers: Dennis Gilliland; Betsy Youngs; Gary Anderson;
Rob, Chet Henry’s brother; David Dahlmeier, JoAnne’s son;
Tom Best’s friend Sherman and wife Louise; Lou Starkey; Debbie &
Sandy, friends of Sharon Tompkins.

Homebound: Helen Alderson; Bev, Norm, and Jim Phillips;
Beckie Burke; Dana Prestly; Barbara Smith.

Birthdays this week: Bianca Osorio, Soheila Rouhani Maryani, Ken
Moe, Jan Felton

Elders: Alan Sweeney, Lawn Griffiths, Molly Winkler
Deacons: Nancy Martin, Jeanette Miller, Jim Niemann, Holly Silcox
Trustees: Carol Rickel, Cheri Hardy, Phil Witherspoon

Presbytery: Gila Crossing, Laveen, Moderator: Rev. Phillip Million
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:Christian Education

Adult Christian Education (ACE) — 11 a.m. — Sanctuary:

October 26 — ‘What Paul REALLY Said About Women’, final
session presented by Pastor Len: A ‘deeper dive’ into some
controversial passages about women ... with some surprising
discoveries.

Sunday School - 10:00 a.m. - Room 2

This year we offer two classes, K-3 and 4-6, to
better meet the students’ needs.

REMINDER: There is no Sunday School on Communion
Sundays and special holidays.

Confirmation group: Interested high school youth and their par-
ents will meet today right after the service
in Pastor Len’s office for questions and
introduction. Confirmation Sunday will be
Easter Day. The program will be in many
ways non-traditional and schedule-flexible.

oonfirmatipn
TR

Youth Group — 11:00 a.m. - Room 9

Lectio Divina Bible Study

(Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m., on Zoom)
We read, reflect on, and study the scripture readings for each
upcoming Sunday in the Revised Common Lectionary. A list
is available for download at www.upctempe.org/rcl.
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Announcing...

If you have an announcement for our weekly emails
and/or bulletin, submit it to upc@upctempe.org
by Wednesday of each week.

The Deacon of the month is Donna DeLutio. She will be available
at the front of the church after the service if you would like a pri-
vate prayer or have other needs.

The Aris Foundation puts on its festi-
val of food, clothing, and connec-
tions for the unhoused... or any- é&
one!... in our Fellowship Hall every

Tuesday from 5-7 p.m. Have you stopped by? It is a remarkable
experience!

Family Promise is once again be on our campus from today
through next Sunday! Volunteers help with food, overnight
monitoring, and laundry are needed and appreciated. This power-

gy e ful outreach is effective in helping the un-

g \\\}PFO%,\ .. . ;

; Qrz;‘(\ %, housed transition into stable housing.

FP . Family Promise Halloween Celebration -

~ Seeking volunteers, supplies and helpers.
UPC will be hosting a small Halloween for the
children this Friday (10/31). If you would like
to make ‘spooky treats’, staff some activities or help in any way,
please contact Sue Henderson suegreenhenderson@gmail.com
(480) 734-0921.

. O o
> A
Greaterpno®™.

The 11* Annual Fall Festival, Talent Show, and Wacky Raffle
Giveaway will be next Sunday from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall. All ages are welcome in the talent show ... contact
Lawn Griffiths (tempelawn@msn.com) to volunteer. This is al-
ways a highlight of the year... and there is no charge! Bring
some friends!
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Our next Sort Day is November 4th, from 9-10 a.m. Everyone is
welcome as we assemble kits for the unhoused and our immi-
grant neighbors... and have a great time together!

Project C ct will re-
[ : RUJ ECT SINCE 2007 tu:ljt‘:o ou? Zglflpu\:lonrlflo-

ONNECT  vember 13%t This all-day

A day of service for those in need, ~ Sxiravaganza of food and
resources for the unhoused

welcomes volunteers. Save the day and come make a difference!

The recent microburst created havoc on our campus. We’ll
need to replace some trees and add metal sculptures. Please con-
sider joining an ad hoc committee. We have the money, land-
scaper, and water lines in place.

o Select three trees that were blown down in the Memorial
Garden.

e Select two-four trees to go along Alameda and College.

e Select and install metal sculptures to go in places where we
have had trouble keeping plants alive—two planters on the
patio and the strip on the east side of Fellowship Hall.

e Select a metal sculpture that can provide shade in back of
room 7.

Rise and Shine’ Bread Ministry
We have delivered 19,544 mini-loaves of bread to those in need.
(We are no longer producing full size loaves of bread.) Thanks to
the 45 bakers, including 15 regulars. Invite your friends to bake:
Contact Andrea White at info@riseshinebread.org
or (480) 580-3021. Questions?
Here is a video link: https://youtu.be/GoSIILLjTuw.
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This Week at UPC

Zoom meeting links may be found www.upctempe.org/events..
They are also in our weekly email—
subscribe at www.upctempe.org/email

Sun., Oct 26
Family Promise (MR, FH, K, L, Rm 2-3, 8-9, CH)
9:30 am Worship Service (S, Z, YouTube)
10:00 am  Children’s Bible Time (Rm 2)
10:30 am  ‘UPC Cafe’ fellowship time on the patio
11:00 am  Youth Fellowship (Rm 9)
11:00am  Adult Christian Education (ACE) (S)

Mon., Oct 27

Family Promise (MR, FH, K, L, Rm 2-3, 8-9, CH)
6:30 pm PW Kayenta Circle (MR)
8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7)

Tue., Oct 28

Family Promise (MR, FH, K, L, Rm 2-3, 8-9, CH)
4:00 pm Aris Foundation: Food and Resources (FH)
4:00 pm Violin Lessons (Rm 2)
7:00 pm Stated Session (CR, Z)

Wed., Oct 29

Family Promise (MR, FH, K, L, Rm 2-3, 8-9, CH)
9:00 am Lectio Divina Bible Study (Z)
3:45 pm Worship Planning Meeting (Z)
5:15 pm Wednesday Night Dinner (FH)
6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice (S)
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (CH)

Thu., Oct 30

Family Promise (MR, FH, K, L, Rm 2-3, 8-9, CH)
8:00 am TOPS (MR, Rm 7)
12:00 pm  PNC Meeting (CR, Z)

Fri., Oct 31

Family Promise (MR, FH, K, L, Rm 2-3, 8-9, CH)
3:00 pm I-HELP guests (off campus this week)
4:00 pm Calvary Fellowship Church Team (MR)
8:30 pm A.A. Meeting (Rm 7)

Sat., Nov 1

Family Promise (MR, FH, K, L, Rm 2-3, 8-9, CH)
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Sun., Nov 2

Family Promise (MR, FH, K, L, Rm 2-3, 8-9, CH)
9:30 am Worship Service (S, Z, YouTube)
10:30 am  ‘UPC Cafe’ fellowship time on the patio
11:00 am  Confirmation Kick-Off (CR)
11:00 am  Adult Christian Education (ACE) (S)
5:00 pm UPC Fall Festival (FH, K)

Location/Room References:

(CH)-Choir Room (CR)-Conference Room/Office
(CR/Rm7)-Community Room (FH)-Fellowship Hall

(MG) Memorial Garden (HSR)-High School Room
(MSR)-Middle School Room (K)-Fellowship Hall Kitchen
(L)-Lounge (MR)-Meeting Room (PO)-Pastor’s Office
(Rm#)-Room Number Indicated (S)-Sanctuary

(Z)-On Zoom (See Weekly Update or UPC Calendar for links)

University .
« Presbyterian
i Church

Open and Affirming to All, Following Jesus,
Growing in Love and Service

139 E. Alameda Dr. ¢ Tempe, AZ 85282 o 480.966.6267
www.upctempe.org e e-mail: upc@upctempe.org

Office Hours: Tue-Fri, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Ministers All Members
Supply Pastor Rev. Len Silvester
Clerk of Session Jim Hershauer
Director of Music & Christian Education Ted Gibson
Organist Jon Sywassink
Administrative Assistant Lori Saager
Treasurer/Bookkeeper Andrea White
Attendance Secretaries Sharlan Pierce, Jeanette Miller
Custodian Carrie Miter
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