
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
  Sept. 14, 2025 

24th Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

 
9:30 a.m. 

Liturgist: Vicki Jacobs 
 

 
 

Welcome to University Presbyterian Church! 
We welcome all who are seeking: This is a place for inquiry. 
We welcome people of every shape and size, color and culture, 
age and ability, sexual orientation, and family type. 
We are a diverse family of faith. This is a safe place to be. 
Together let us worship the God of love! 
 

—Are you here for the first time? 
Check out the “Are You New Here?” section. 

 
—Please mute your devices. 

—Let us know you are here by using the pads in the pews 
or at this link: www.upctempe.org/fellowship. 

 

WELCOME, REV. BURNS! 
We are pleased to welcome the Rev. Denise Burns 

to our pulpit this morning. She is the Connections Pastor 
at the Tempe Nazarene Church. She and her family 

have had a long and nurturing relationship with 
(the late) Lyle and Lou Starkey. 

Welcome, Pastor Denise! 
  

http://www.upctempe.org/fellowship
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We Gather for Worship 
*Congregation standing in body or in spirit 

⁜ Congregation reads in unison 

Welcome Vicki Jacobs, Liturgist 
The love of God is with you. 
⁜  And also with you. 

Welcome: Rev. Denise Burns   

Prayer Requests  (480) 256-8216 
Prayers may be texted to the above number,  

or call and leave a message. 

 Land Acknowledgement   

 Centering Time and Entrance of the Light 
 " Just As I Am" Ted Gibson,
 BY WILLIAM BRADBURY, ARR. JERRY RAY Pianist 

 

We use this time to center our spirits on God’s grace-filled 
presence and remember that we are connected to all things 
through the Body of Christ. 
The candles on the communion table represent the light 
of community. The candle near the pulpit is the Christ candle, 
symbolic of the eternal light of Christ. 

*Call to Worship    
Our call to worship is from Psalm 98. 
Please stand in body or in spirit: 
  
O sing to God a new song, for God does wondrous things! 
⁜  God has remembered God’s faithfulness. 
The whole created order has seen God’s glory! 
⁜  Break forth into joyous song 

and sing God’s praises with gusto! 
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*Worship Song    
 “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)”  
 BY TOM FETTKE 
 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like 
me, I once was lost, but now I'm found was blind, but now I see, 
now I see, now I see.  
 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear and grace my fears re-
lieved, how precious did that grace appear the hour I first be-
lieved! 
 
My chains are gone, I've been set free. My God, my Savior has 
ransomed me, and like a flood Your mercy reigns, unending 
love, amazing grace.  
 
My God has promised good to me, whose word my hope se-
cures, God will my shield and portion be, as long as life endures. 
 
My chains are gone, I've been set free. My God, my Savior has 
ransomed me, and like a flood Your mercy reigns, unending 
love, amazing grace.  
 
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, the sun forbear to shine; 
but God, who called me here below, will be forever mine; will be 
forever mine, You are forever mine. 
  

Prayer Of Confession   

⁜   Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are short of your perfection: 

Our thoughts, words, and deeds fall short. 
We have erred at times in our doing, 

and in what we have failed to do. 
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We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

Help us turn back to you. 
Have mercy on us and forgive us 

that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways, 
that others may know of your glory.  
Moment for silent reflection and confession. 

  
Assurance Of Grace   

  
We are not sent in Christ’s name because we are perfect 
but because we are loved, forgiven, and gifted!  

  
⁜ Christ’s yoke is easy, our burden is lightened!  

Alleluia! 

  *Passing the Peace of Christ   
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
⁜ And also with you. 

 *Response “Alleluia! Laud & Blessing”  #755 
  Vs. 2 
  To the tune of “Hymn to Joy” (#611) 

Alleluia!  God sustains us; 
Matchless are the gifts we share: 
Light in darkness, hope in conflict, 
Answers to our deepest prayer. 
Ours to give as we are given: 
Arms to lift when others fall; 
Images of God’s great goodness, 
Faithful servants to God’s call.  

We Listen for God’s Word 
Moment with Our Children  Vicki Jacobs 
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Anthem  “Hymn of Promise”  Chancel Choir 
 NATALIE SLEETH, ARR. TOM FETTKE  

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; in co-
coons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! In the 
cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, unre-
vealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody: 
there’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future, what it holds, a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

In our end is our beginning: in our time, infinity; in our doubt 
there is believing, in our life, eternity. In our death a resurrec-
tion; at the last a victory, unrevealed until its season, something 
God alone can see.  

There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 
there’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 

 Prayer For Understanding   
  

 Scripture Readings Psalm 51:1-10  Old Testament pg. 520 
Word of wisdom, word of grace: 
⁜  Thanks be to God! 

 
 Sermon “I’m Sorry is Not Enough” Rev. Burns  

[SEATED] Response 
 “Create in Me a Clean Heart” (v1) #423 

 
Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
And renew a right spirit within me. 
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We Respond with Prayer and Generosity 

A Time for Prayer 
Prayer requests by text of message at 8216-(480) 256 .   
The Call to Prayer   
 
The Pastoral Prayer   

Prayer of Jesus (adapted) 
⁜Our Creator in Heaven,  

   hallowed be your name. 
Your kin-dom come,  

your will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our debts 

as we forgive our debtors. 
Keep us from temptation,  

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kin-dom, the power, 

and the glory, are yours  
now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation to Community  
UPC is an open and affirming community of Christian faith 
welcoming all of God’s people, regardless of who you love, 
where you come from, how you got here, or what language 
you speak. If you are seeking a church home, we invite you 
to consider this one. 

  Announcements (you may come to the mic by the piano) 

  Minute for Mission: Stewardship 

Invitation to Generosity    
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Offerings may be given in the offering plate 
as it is passed, or mailed to or dropped off at the church 
office, or given through our website 
at www.upctempe.org/donate. Or scan QR code: 

 
Offertory  Jon Sywassink, 
 “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” Organist 

 ARR. MARVIN GASPARD  

*Doxology“Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow” #606U

 

*Prayer of Dedication    
 

We Go Out to Follow Jesus 

*Hymn of Sending “God, How Can We Forgive” #445 

*Charge And Blessing  Rev. Burns 

Postlude “From All That Dwell Below the Skies” Jon Sywassink, 
 ARR. HAL HOPSON Organist 

Permission to podcast, stream, and print music in this service 
is obtained from OneLicense, lic. #A-731647 

 
When our worship is over, our service resumes. 
 Remember that you are the light of the world! 

 

http://www.upctempe.org/donate


8 
 

Sign up for our Weekly Update email at  
www.upctempe.org/email. 

 

 
Today’s Worship Leaders 

Head Usher Sue Schnebel 
Ushers Sue Schnebel, Marge Cawley 
Worship Techs Gil Urias, Jim Niemann 
Trustee on Duty Phil Witherspoon 
Deacon of the Month Nancy Martin 
Sanctuary Readiness Larry Seubert 

  

http://www.upctempe.org/email
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We are really glad that you found us! We 
invite you to explore our church 

family at your own pace, 
and in your own way. 

Here is some 
useful information: 

 Let us know that you are here by scanning the 
QR code to the right or by going to www.up-
ctempe.org/fellowship, and completing the 
form. Be sure to indicate if there is anything 
you want us to know. 

 OR you may tear out the pew pad sheet and leave it on the 
pew. 

 If you are on any social media, please check in at UPC to let 
others know that you are here–and that they would be wel-
come. 

 We have a social time following the service —UPC Café—
with light refreshments and beverages. We hope you will stay 
so that we can get to know you better. 

 Sign up for our weekly (Thursday) email update at 
www.upctempe.org/email. 

 If you see an event or volunteer opportunity that interests you, 
just come! No special invitation is necessary. 

 
 

Rise and Shine’ Bread Ministry 
We have delivered 19,544 mini-loaves of bread to those in need. 
(We are no longer producing full size loaves of bread.) Thanks to 
the 45 bakers, including 15 regulars. Invite your friends to bake: 

Contact Andrea White at info@riseshinebread.org 
or (480) 580-3021. Questions? 

Here is a video link: https://youtu.be/Go5llLLjTuw. 
 

http://www.upctempe.org/fellowship
http://www.upctempe.org/fellowship
http://www.upctempe.org/fellowship
http://www.upctempe.org/email
mailto:info@riseshinebread.org
https://youtu.be/Go5llLLjTuw
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Remember in Prayer 

Deacon Honorary Plant: None given this day. 

Memorial Book: To the Glory of God and in remembrance of Louise 
Taylor, a memorial perpetuated in Organ Funds by Susan Oliver, 
1987. 

The World: Prayers for justice and peace around the world, especially 
in places of war and disaster. 

Our elected leaders: The President of the United States, members 
of Congress, governors, county officials, mayors, and city council 
members, that they may all work toward peace for our cities, nation, 
and world. 

Ongoing Prayers: Dennis Gilliland; Betsy Youngs; Gary Anderson; 
Rob, Chet Henry’s brother; David Dahlmeier, JoAnne’s son; 
Tom Best’s friend Sherman and wife Louise; Lou Starkey; Debbie & 
Sandy, friends of Sharon Tompkins. 

Homebound: Helen Alderson; Bev, Norm, and Jim Phillips; 
Becky Burke; Dana Prestly; Barbara Smith. 

Birthdays this week: Sue Legg, Scott Horne 

Elders: Alan Sweeney, Lawn Griffiths, Molly Winkler 

Deacons: Nancy Martin, Jeanette Miller, Jim Niemann, Holly Silcox 

Trustees: Carol Rickel, Cheri Hardy, Phil Witherspoon 

Presbytery: Navajo, Ganado, Moderator: Custer Lowe 
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Christian Education 

Adult Christian Education (ACE): 

 September 14 – Contemporary Issue with John Carlson, ASU 

 September 21 – Contemporary Issue with John Sianghio, 
ASU 

Sunday School resumes Today at 10:00 a.m. 
This year we will be offering two classes K-3 and 4-6 to 
better meet the students’ needs.  There will not be Sunday 
School on Communion Sundays and special holidays. 

Youth Group resumes Today at 11:00 a.m. 

Confirmation group?  Planning is underway for a possible 
series leading up to the confirmation of interested youth. Fam-
ilies will receive more information as the plans move forward. 

Lectio Divina Bible Study 
(Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m., Zoom) 

We read, reflect on, and study the scripture readings for each 
upcoming Sunday in the Revised Common Lectionary. A list 
is available for download at www.upctempe.org/rcl. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revised_Common_Lectionary
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NOTES from TODAY: 
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Announcing… 

If you have an announcement for our weekly emails 
and/or bulletin, submit it to upc@upctempe.org 

by Wednesday of each week. 

The Deacon of the month is Nancy Martin. She will be available 
at the front of the church after the service if you would like a 
private prayer or have other needs. 

The next year of ‘Dine Around’ is being put together. If you would 
like to be included, give the office a call or contact Margaret 
Branson at (224) 406-1507 or mlherbst90@gmail.com. (Please 
let us also know if you no longer wish to participate.) 

Our next Sort Day is Tuesday, September 23, from 9-10:00 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome as we assemble kits for the unhoused 
and our immigrant neighbors. 

Generosity Plan 2026 using 1 John 3:18 as our guide "...let us 
love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action."   

Thank you for your prayerful consideration on how God's love 
is calling you to use your gifts. Within the next week or so, 
you will be receiving a mailing containing a letter and pledge 
estimate form. As in prior years, you will be able to use the 
print copy form or make an electronic submission. When you 
go to the UPC website to pledge electronically, click on the 
word DONATE, select 2026 Stewardship Campaign. After 
completion of these sections, indicate you would like to 
pledge, additional information appears so you can identify 
your pledge amounts. Both general fund and per capita 
pledges will be on the same form.  As last year, once you have 
submitted your pledge online, you will receive an email con-
firming your pledge was received. For those wanting to sub-
mit a print copy pledge early, there is an option of placing the 
pledge in the Generosity Basket which will be in the narthex 
starting September 21st. Please put your pledge estimate form 
in an envelope and write your name and 2026 pledge on the 
envelope before placing it in the basket.  Thank you. 

mailto:upc@upctempe.org
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This Week at UPC 

Zoom meeting links may be found  www.upctempe.org/events.. 
They are also in our weekly email— 

subscribe at www.upctempe.org/email 
Sun., Sep 14 

9:30 am Worship Service (S, Z, YouTube) 
10:00 am Children’s Bible Time (Rm 2) 
10:30 am ‘UPC Cafe’ fellowship time on the patio 
11:00 am Youth Fellowship (Rm 9) 
11:00 am Adult Christian Education (ACE) (S) 

Mon., Sep 15 -  
7:00 pm Board of Deacons (Z) 
8:30 pm AA Meeting (Rm 7) 

Tue., Sep 16 
4:00 pm Aris Foundation (FH) 
6:30 pm CIO Committee (Z) 
7:00 pm Board of Trustees (Z) 

Wed., Sep 17  
9:00 am Lectio Divina Bible Study (Z) 
3:45 pm Worship Planning Meeting (Z) 
5:15 pm Wednesday Night Dinner (FH) 
6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice (S) 
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (CH)  

Thu., Sep 18 
8:00 am TOPS (MR, Rm 7) 
11:00 am Tempe Interfaith Fellowship (Z) 

Fri., Sep 19 
3:00 pm I-HELP guests arrive (FH, K) 
7:00 pm Friday Night Book Club (Z) 
8:30 pm A.A. Meeting (Rm 7) 

Sat., Sep 20 
7:00 am  I-HELP guests depart 

Sun., Sep 21 
9:30 am Worship Service (S, Z, YouTube) 
10:00 am Children’s Bible Time (Rm 2) 
10:30 am ‘UPC Cafe’ fellowship time on the patio 
11:00 am Youth Fellowship (Rm 9) 
11:00 am Adult Christian Education (ACE) (S) 

 

http://www.upctempe.org/events
http://www.upctempe.org/email
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Location/Room References: 

(CH)-Choir Room (CR)-Conference Room/Office  
(CR/Rm7)-Community Room (FH)-Fellowship Hall   
(MG) Memorial Garden (HSR)-High School Room  

(MSR)-Middle  School Room (K)-Fellowship Hall Kitchen 
(L)-Lounge (MR)-Meeting Room  (PO)-Pastor’s Office 

(Rm#)-Room Number Indicated  (S)-Sanctuary  
(Z)-On Zoom (See Weekly Update or UPC Calendar for links) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Open and Affirming to All, Following Jesus,  
Growing in Love and Service 

139 E. Alameda Dr. • Tempe, AZ 85282 • 480.966.6267 
www.upctempe.org • e-mail: upc@upctempe.org 

Office Hours: Tue-Fri,  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 

Ministers All Members 
Supply Pastor Rev. Denise Burns 
Clerk of Session Jim Hershauer 
Director of Music & Christian Education  Ted Gibson 
Organist  Jon Sywassink 
Administrative Assistant Lori Saager 
Treasurer/Bookkeeper  Andrea White 
Attendance Secretaries  Sharlan Pierce, Jeanette Miller 
Custodian                      Carrie Miter 
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